PEDIATRIC HOSPICE

The Kids on the Block Program on

PEDIATRIC HOSPICE

Featuring: Brenda Dubrowski, Kenny Montgomery, Virgil the Dog, Abbie

Lynch, Keith Montgomery 2

When KENNY MONTGOMERY, an eleven year old boy who loves computer games and playing
baseball, is diagnosed as terminally ill with abrain tumor, Kenny's parents, doctors, and Kenny himself decide
a home hospice program is the best plan for Kenny. Abbie, a trained pediatric hospice nurse, becomes an
important member of the Montgomery family as she helps Kenny lead a "regular” life filled with friends and
family.

The Kids on the Block PEDIATRIC HOSPICE program features Kenny, his hospice nurse ABBIE
LYNCH, his brother KEITH MONTGOMERY, and his classmate BRENDA DUBROWSKI -- and, of course,
Kenny'sbeloved dog, Virgil! The four puppet charactersinteract in four scriptsto demonstrate to audiences of
all agesthe strengths of home hospice care, how and why a home hospice program operates, and how a child,
the child'sfamily and friends can learn to deal positively with terminal illness, death and bereavement.

Developed in conjunction with the United States Office of Maternal and Child Health and the Children's
Hospice International, The Kids on the Block PEDIATRIC HOSPICE curriculum consists of large hand-
crafted puppets, four scripts, props, follow-up activities, and resources.

CALL ORWRITE TODAY
THE KIDSON THE BLOCK, INC.

1-800-368-KIDS
9385-C Gerwig Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410)290-9095 FAX:(410)290-9358
http://www.kotb.com




PEDIATRIC HOSPICE

Script
Summaries

Little League Blues

When K enny findsan announcement for try-outsfor hisbaseball team, heisupset because heknowsthat his
cancer will keep himfrom playingthisyear. When AbbiearrivesshefindsKenny spilling histroublesto hisdog,
Virgil. AbbieencouragesKenny to discusshisfedingsopenly. Together they talk about thepossibility of Kenny's
death and find away toinclude Kenny in hislittleleagueactivities. (K enny, Abbie)

Myths About Death

Kenny'sclassmate, Brenda, hasheard that Kenny isvery ill, and sheredly wantsto visit her friend. Inaneffort to
makethesituation easier on Kenny and hisfamily andto " protect Brendafrom death,” Brenda's parentshave made
it clear that Brendashould not visit Kenny. AsBrendaapproachesthe Montgomery house, sheencountersAbbie.
AbbiehelpsBrendaunderstand that Kenny needsand wantsto see hisfriends, that visitorsarenot a" bother” and
that these visitshel p everyoneto be more open and honest about death. (Brenda, Abbie)

Bag It!

In"BagIt!" Keith Montgomery, Kenny'sbrother, grappleswith histhoughtsand fedingsabout thechangesinthe
Montgomery'sfamily life. Whenword of Kenny'sillness spreadsamong hisfriendsand neighbors, giftsarrive at
theMontgomery homeat afuriouspace. AsKeith deliversthese presentsto Kenny, hefedlsangry at theattention
Kenny receivesand guilty for feeling that way. Keithtalkswith Abbie, Kenny'shome hospicenurse, and at her
suggestion talkswith hisbrother. Keithwantsto do "regular” family thingsthat are part of thefamiliar routine.
Kenny suggeststhey work together sorting laundry, and together they discusstheir feelingsabout terminal illness
and itseffectson each of them. (K eith, Abbie, Kenny)

Saying Good-bye
Keithishaving abad day. Heisremembering hisbrother and missing him. BrendajoinsKeith and shareshis
sorrow. They decideto call Abbie, Kenny'shospicenurse, for help. Abbietakswiththechildren about their grief,
encouragesthemintheir memoriesof Kenny and helpsthem channel their grief in apositivemanner. Through
Abbie, Keithand Brendalearntotalk about grief andloss. (K eith, Abbie, Brenda)

NOTE: After each script thechildrenin theaudiencearegiven theopportunity toask their own ques-
tionsdirectly tothepuppet char acters.

TheKidsontheBlock, createdin 1977, featureslife size puppetswho, through the magic of live puppet
theatre, teach children and adults about disabilities, medical and educational differences, and social concerns.
Through the hard work and dedication of many community based groups, The Kidson the Block puppetsare
abletotouchthelivesof peopleall over theworld.




