HEMOPHILIA

The Kids on the Block Program on
Hemophilia

K Featuring: Nicholas Murphy, Joanne Spinoza and Jason Robinson J

“WEell, | guesshemophiliamostly meansthat my blood can’t do ALL thejobsit’ ssupposedtodo. That's'cause
it'smissing something called factor,” 11 year old NicholasMurphy, tellshisfriend Joanne about hisbleeding
disorder.

TheKidson theBlock Program on Hemophilia, developed in conjunction with Bayer Pharmaceuticals,
addressesvariousissues associated with thiscondition. Thisprogramisdesigned to educate children about
hemophiliaand some of the functions of blood, to encourage sensitivity toward otherswho may havea
difference, todiscusstreatment, to addressadult over protection and to correct some of themythsand
misconceptionsabout hemophilia. Theeducationa curriculaconsistsof four scripts, follow-up materias,
background information on hemophiliaand resources, propsand three puppets. Threeof thescriptsare
developed for childrenin grades 3-6 and the fourth script can be used for younger audiencesgrades 1-3.

CALL OR WRITE TODAY

THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK, INC.

1-800-368-KIDS
(U.S. & Canada)

9385-C Gerwig Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410)290-9095 FAX:(410)290-9358

http://mww.kotb.com

A TROUPE OF EDUCATIONAL PUPPETS



Script
Summaries

Garbage Pals (grades 3-6)
When Joanne shows up at the Murphy house to pick up her friend, Tanya for the volunteer clean up litter project,
Nicholas explains that his sister is unable to participate and offers to take her place. Joanne hesitatesto take
Nicholas up on his offer because she thinksthat, since Nicholas has hemophilia, picking up garbage could be
dangerousfor him. Nicholastakesthis opportunity to explain to Joanne about what having hemophiliameansand
what it doesn't mean. Hetells Joanne about hisblood condition, how it'sjust onepart of who heis, and that he can
definitely be her "garbagepd!" (Joanne, Nicholas)

Trips Don't Always Lead to Falls (grades 3-6)
Nicholasand Jason'sclassisplanning abig overnight camping trip. Nicholas, believing that histeacher isgpprehen-
sveabout hishemophiliaand the possibility of ableeding episode, decidesthat it would beessier if hejust didn't go.
When he explains hisreasonsto Jason, Jason encourages Nicholasto take a pro-active approach to hisdilemma
by acting out the Situation and assuming theroles. Thisscript focuseson the aspectsof planning for atrip away from
family and thefrustration that can occur when awell-meaning adult isoverprotective. (Nicholas, Jason)

Back to School (grades 3-6)

Nicholashasbeen absent from school for aweek while herecoversfrom ableed. Heisalittle apprehensive about
returning to school, so Jason comesover to help him prepare. While Jason is helping Nicholas pack up books, he
comesaccrossaflier for tryoutsfor acycling team. Nicholastellshim hewasthinking about trying out but has
decided not to. Thetwo boystak about how Nicholas does pretty much anything hewantsto do, hejust may need
to take extra precautions, (which, as Jason pointsout isagood ideafor every kid) or changetherulesalittlebit.

(Nicholas, Jason)

Our Busy BUSY Blood! (grades 1-3)

Nicholasrecruits Joanne and Jason to help him demonstrate his project to his class about blood and hemophilia.
They focus on how the parts of blood work together asateam and illustrate this by working together to build a
structure out of blocks. (Nicholas, Joanne, Jason)

NOTE: After each script the children in the audience are given the opportunity to ask their own ques-
tions directly to the puppet characters.

The Kids on the Block, created in 1977, features|life size puppetswho usethe magic of live puppet theatreto
teach children and adults about disabilities, medical and educationd differences, and social concerns. Through the
hard work and dedi cation of many community based groups, The Kids on the Block puppetsare ableto touch
thelivesof peopleall over theworld.




