MULTICULTURALISM
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The Kids on the Block Program on

Multiculturalism

Featuring: Nam Nguyen, Valerie Perkins, Joanne Spinoza and Daniel Cole
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Cultureisthefilter through which we view the world. It can connect usto othersand give usaunique
sense of power. Culturereveasitself in complex things such asreligiousbeliefs, or smplethingslikeleisure
activities. Culturemay provide models on which we base many of our beliefs, likes, didikes, and interactions
with others.

The Kids on the Block Program on Multiculturalism is designed to examine how aperson might find
examplesof culturein hisor her own life and explore some of the conflicts which may arise when people of
varying backgrounds and belief systems cometogether. The curriculum isdesigned to explain and definethe
concept of culture. The scripts addressissues such as, feeling torn between two distinct cultures, identifying
one'sown culture, challenging gender bias, stereotyping, and learning about holidays.

The complete curriculum consists of large hand-crafted puppets, five scripts, props, follow-up activities
and resourcesto teach children about cultural issues.

CALL ORWRITE TODAY
THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK, INC.

1-800-368-KIDS

9385-C Gerwig Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410)290-9095 FAX:(410)290-9358
http://www.kotb.com

A TROUPE OF EDUCATIONAL PUPPETS




MULTICULTURALISM

Script

Summaries

New Names
Nam isupset that everyone mispronounces his name so he decidesto changeit. When VaeriepressesNamfor a
reason, Nam shareshisfrudtration at fedinghe must act like"two different people,” Viethamesewith hisfamily and
Americanwith hisfriends. (Nam, Valerie)

Where's the Culture?

Joanne and someof her friendsfrom Woodburn Jr. High School are hel ping groups of fifth grade studentscomeup
with presentationsfor Culture Week. Believingthat shehas'no culture,” Joanneisunsure how to hel p her group.
Sheasksher friends about their presentations. Withthehelpof Nam and Va erie, Joanne beginsto understand that
everyone hasaculture and that it can come from many different aspectsof life. (Valerie, Joanne, Nam)

Anything You Can Do...
Valerieis upset when she does not get the position of sportsreporter for the school paper. Armed with some
deeply ingrained stereotypes, Joanneislessthan sympathetic. Later, Joanne's preconceived notions cause her to
turn down help on asewing project fromamalefriend. Together, Daniel and Joanne discussgender rolesand how
perceptions can affect opportunities. (Daniel, Joanne, Valerie)

1" Is Not for Indian

Namisconfused whenthe new littleleague ass stant coach, Daniel, urgeshim not to nametheteam the"Woodburn
Indians." When Daniel explainsthat people may find the name offensive, Nam protests. Daniel shows Nam that
one cannot assume something about aperson ssimply by looking at him or her. (Daniel, Nam)

Holidays: More Than Presents

[For early dlementary school audiences] Joanne hasmade holiday greeting cardsfor the PT.A. fundraiser. Believ-
ing that everyone celebratesthe holidays her cards represent, Joanne expectsto be overwhelmed with orders.
Withthehep of Vaerieand Nam, Joannelearnsthat, just likethereare many different typesof people, thereare
many different typesof holidays. (Joanne, Nam, Valerie)

NOTE: After each script the children in the audience are given the opportunity to ask their own ques-
tions directly to the puppet characters.

The Kids on the Block, created in 1977, featureslife s ze puppetswho, through themagic of live puppet theetre,
teach children and adultsabout disabilities, medica and educational differences, and socia concerns. Throughthe
hard work and dedication of many community based groups, The Kids on the Block puppets are ableto touch

thelivesof peopleall over theworld.




