CEREBRAL PALSY
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The Kids on the Block Program on

Cerebral Palsy

Featuring: Mark Riley, Melody James, Brenda Dubrowski and Ellen Jane
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"I'm not 'confined' to anything, especially my wheelchair,” says Mark. "My 'cruiser' helps me to get
around.”

The Kids on the Block Program on Cerebral Palsy features puppet character, Mark Riley, al2 year
old boy who isopen and articul ate about his particular type of cerebral palsy. Script material covers specific
issues such asadescription of cerebral palsy, Mark's use of hiswheelchair and helmet, socia concernssuch
as devel oping friendships, technological "cures," and the misperceptions conveyed about people with dis-
abilitieswhen fundraisers and telethons play on the sympathies of individuals.

The complete curriculum consists of large hand-crafted puppets, five scripts, props, follow-up activities
and resources to teach children about cerebral palsy.

CALL ORWRITE TODAY
THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK, INC.

1-800-368-KIDS

9385-C Gerwig Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410)290-9095 FAX:(410)290-9358
http://www.kotb.com

A TROUPT OF EDUCATIOHAL FLUPFETS




CEREBRAL PALSY

Script
Summaries

New Friends

When Méelody James meets Mark Riley for thefirst time, sheis curious about hiswheelchair, hishelmet and his
speech difference. Mark encourages Melody's questions and explains about hiscondition, cerebral palsy. As
Mée ody gains confidence, she askswhat she believesto bethe most difficult question of dl. (Mark, Melody)

Carrot Top

When Mark unjustly accusesMelody of forgetting to return hisMonopoly game, thetwo good friendsgetintoa
heated argument. Mark redlizeshiserror but itisMeody who insistson making an gpology. Thetwo examinethe
vaue of being honest, even about angry fedings, inrelation to Mark'sdisability. (Mark, Melody)

Bionic Legs
Brendaisembarrassed to discuss el ectronics and bionicswith Mark since she believesthat cerebral palsy canbe
"cured" with technology. When Mark respondsthat heis" purrrfect,” Brendaiscuriousto find out why. (Mark,
Brenda)

School Reporter

Mark isareporter for the school paper. Hearrivesat Valley Animal Hospital to interview Ellen Jane about the
animalssheworkswith. Intheend, itisEllen Janewho interviewsMark. (Mark, Ellen Jane)

Blockathon

After seeing atelethon ontelevision, Me ody and Brendadecideto surprise Mark with hisvery own " Blockathon.”
When helearns of the secret plan, Mark takesthetimeto talk with hisfriends about perceptions of peoplewith
disabilities. (Mark, Brenda, Melody)

NOTE: After each script the children in the audience are given the opportunity to ask their own ques-
tions directly to the puppet characters.

The Kids on the Block, created in 1977, featureslife s ze puppetswho, through themagic of live puppet theetre,
teach children and adultsabout disabilities, medica and educational differences, and socia concerns. Throughthe
hard work and dedication of many community based groups, The Kids on the Block puppets are ableto touch

thelivesof peopleall over theworld.




