A CHILD WHO HAS BEEN SEVERELY BURNED

The Kids on the Block Program on
A CHILD WHO HAS BEEN SEVERELY BURNED

Featuring:Lynne Casey and Melody James

"It'sOK for youtolook," Lynne saysto her friend, Melody. "It's OK for you to notice that I've been
burned." Thiseducational program was designed to introduce children and adultsto theissues
surrounding a person who has been severely burned and facially disfigured. The package consistsof large
hand-crafted puppets, three scripts, props, follow-up activities and resources, to form acomprehensive
curriculum onthetopic. Inaddition to the sponsors of the program, advice on this sensitivetopic was
gathered from burn survivorsthemselves, both children and adults, and professional swho specializein the
physical and emotional needs of the person who has been burned. Script material includes specificissues
such asthe use of pressure garments and masks, physical therapy, plastic surgery, and re-entry into school
and society.

TheKidson the Block Program on Sever e Bur nswasdeveloped in conjunction with St.
Christopher'sHospital for Children and The Burn Foundation of Philadel phia.
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A CHILD WHO HAS BEEN SEVERELY BURNED

Script
Summaries

Monster Mask and Spiderman Suit

Melody isincredul ous when she seesLynnefor thefirst timesince Lynnewas severely burned in ahouse
fire. LynneconvincesMelody thatitisOK tolook at her burns. They talk openly and honestly about the
pressure garment and mask Lynne must wear and how Lynne handlesteasing from other kids. (Lynne,

M elody)

| Fed Pretty

When LynnetellsMelody that she plansto sing "'l Feel Pretty" in the school talent show, Melody is
concerned that since her facewas severely burned, Lynneisnot pretty enough to performthe song. Lynne
and Melody |ook at aphotograph of Lynnetaken beforethefire, and Lynnetalksfrankly with her friend
about plastic surgery and society's attitude toward appearance and beauty.. (Lynne, Melody)

Roller Rehab

Melody spendsthe night at Lynne'shouse. When Lynneremoves her pressure suit for washing, Melody
seesall of her burned skinfor thefirst time. Lynne showsMelody the burnson her leg, arms, and hands.
Mel issurprised to learn that the burn scars do not hurt, nor arethey infected. She touchesthe scarsand
feelsmore comfortable. Later when Mel preparesa”rehab” gamefor Lynne, she concocts an ingenious
way for Lynneto practice gripping with her burned hands. (L ynne, M elody)

NOTE: After each script, the children in the audience are given the opportunity to ask their own
guestionsdirectly tothepuppet characters.

TheKidson the Block, created in 1977, featureslife-sized puppets who, through the magic of live puppet
theatre, teach children and adults about disabilities, medical and educational differences, and social concerns.
Through the hard work and dedi cation of many community-based groups, TheKidson the Block puppetsare

abletotouchthelivesof peopleall over theworld.




