AIDS

f The Kids on the Block Program on N

AIDS

Featuring: Natalie Gregg and Joanne Spinoza

N J

Sincefirst identified in 1981, the number of AIDS cases worldwide has risen dramatically.

The Kids on the Block Program on AIDS prevention was designed as an educational curriculum to
provide young people with information that will enable them to protect themselves against HIV (human
immunodeficiency virus) which causes AIDS. Thiscomprehensive program introduces studentsto informa-
tion about germs and viruses, diseases, sexuality, healthy choices and some of the consequences of using
drugs and alcohol. The program features puppet character, Natalie Gregg, a25 year old, married woman
who hasrecently learned shehas AIDS. The Kids on the Block Program on AIDS was devel oped with
the assistance of state health agency professionals and received the Surgeon General's Medallion for Excel-
lencein Serviceto Public Health in 1989.

The complete curriculum consists of large hand-crafted puppets, three scripts, props, follow-up activi-
ties and resources to teach children about AIDS, how HIV isand isnot spread, high risk behavior, safer
sex, values, choices, and compassion.

CALL OR WRITE TODAY
THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK, INC.
1-800-368-KIDS

9385-C Gerwig Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21046
(410)290-9095 FAX:(410)290-9358
http://www.kotb.com

A THOUPE OF EDUCATIOHAL FUFFETS




AIDS

Script
Summaries

Birdhouse
(late elementary or early middle school audiences)

Nataieissurprised to find that her young friend, Joanne, hasbrought her an anniversary gift. Joanne explainsthat
thebirdhouseisasymbolic gift to convince Natdie and her husband, Raymond, to haveababy. When Natdietdls
Joanne that she has AIDS, Joanne is shocked and frightened. Natalie tells her story calmly and with great
congderation for her friend. They discussmythsand misconceptionsabout AIDS aswell asfacts about how HIV
isspread. Inthisscript, Joannelearnsthat Natalie contracted HIV by having sex with her husband who formerly
used injecting drugs. Natalie emphasi zes opennessin discussing sex, high risk behavior and [depending on your
community guidelines| condomsasameansof reducing aperson’srisk of contracting HIV. Natdietakesquestions
from the audience and sample questions and answers areincluded in the Program Guide. (Natalie, Joanne)

Living With AIDS

(late elementary or early middle school audiences)

As Natalie teaches Joanne how to play chess, Joanne talksto her about AIDS. They talk about how Natalie
learned shewas sick and how her condition has progressed. Eventhoughit washard for Nataieto learn shehad
anincurableillness, she explainstheimportance of knowing about her condition and managing her hedlth. Natalie
also hel ps Joanne understand the value of family and friends as shefocuses her energy onliving her life. Natdie
takes questionsfrom the audience and sample questionsand answersareincluded inthe Program Guide. (Natalie,
Joanne)

Let’s Talk About Viruses

(early elementary audiences)

Joanneispracticing her science presentation infront of her neighbor, Natalie. AsJoanne goesthrough her
demonstration on viruses, sheand Natalie discussbasic hygiene. The difference between virusesthat are easy
to catch (coldsand flu) and virusesthat are hard to catch (the AIDSvirus) isalso discussed. Joanneand
Nataliethen lead the audiencein areview of the material. (Natalie, Joanne)

The Kids on the Block, created in 1977, featureslife s ze puppetswho, through themagic of live puppet theetre,
teach children and adultsabout disabilities, medica and educational differences, and socia concerns. Throughthe
hard work and dedication of many community based groups, The Kids on the Block puppets are ableto touch

thelivesof peopleall over theworld.




