
More and more, KOB troupes must find creative ways to respond to the needs of the schools in our communities. Often that means
reminding school staff how a KOB puppet presentation fits into the core curriculum or confirming that our programs reinforce the principles
of character education.

When KOB headquarters began to receive requests from schools and associate troupes for specific “character education”
programming, our initial response was that our puppet programs already are character education oriented. Unfortunately, simply knowing
that our programs are designed to promote ethical behaviors wasn’t enough. Schools are feeling pressure to provide character education
presentations, and they are looking to KOB to fill this need. But, it’s up to KOB troupes to be able to clearly articulate HOW their performances
can do this.

The character education movement emphasizes developing ethical behaviors in addition to learning basic academics. The six
pillars of character education are: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. An easy way to remember these
is to think that character education is TERRIFIC (TRRFCC)!

Of course, since KOB was founded to provide disability awareness education, it’s easy to see that many of our programs are based
on of one these admirable pillars—respect. Key components of respect are acceptance, dignity, and autonomy, all of which are addressed
in our many disability awareness scripts. The other pillars appear in various scripts throughout our social issues programs, often with more
than one pillar covered by a single script.

The best way to develop a character education presentation is to simply take stock of the scripts you have available to perform,
making sure you have all the appropriate puppet characters.  Read each script carefully and consider which pillar(s) are reinforced by the
script content. Almost any disability script will promote respect, though some are more obvious about it than others.  See the clipboards
below for sample line-ups for both younger and older elementary audiences.

To read the summaries for these scripts, visit the program topics page on kotb.com and select the indicated programs. Transition
summaries can be found on the Life Lessons page.

Once you’ve decided which scripts to include in your character education performance, you need to plan to incorporate character
education into your interactive periods. For scripts with puppet reviews, this means simply stressing key words that already appear in the
scripted interactions, like “FAIR” in the puppet review for “What’s the Problem?” Scripts with question and answer periods allow greater
flexibility. It’s probably not necessary to say the words “character education,” as this would probably seem forced coming from the kid
characters, but it’s natural for the puppet kids to include words like “fairness” and “respect” in their responses to children’s questions.

If you’re trying to develop a character education presentation, but find your selections lacking due to a small number of programs,
a cost effective way to address this would be to consider the Life Lessons Transition Collection. This collection (continued, page 2)

Sample Line-up for Grs. K-2

“What’s the Problem?”
(from Children’s Mental
Health)—fairness
“Caring for Animals”
(from Life Lessons transition
collection)—caring,
responsibility
“Rescue or Report”
(from Bullies and School
Safety)—citizenship, caring

Sample Line-up for Grs. 3-5

“Anything You Can Do”
(from Multiculturalism)—
fairness, respect
“Big Plans”
(from Vandalism Prevention)—
citizenship, responsibility
“The Right Words”
(from Spina Bifida)—respect

The Kids on the Block and Character Education
Winter, 2008
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FROM THE EDIT OR

AFTER 30 YEARS, KOB PROVES TIMELESS AND TIMEL Y

(Character Education, continued from page 1)

contains eight sets of mini-scripts which educate
about positive behaviors, habits, and life skills.
Each transition involves three scenes meant to be
inserted between regular KOB script material. The
transitions relevant to character education are
“Practicing Good Manners” (respect), “Good
Listening Skills” (caring, respect), “Caring for
Animals” (caring, responsibility), “Doing Your Best”
(responsibility), “Caring for the Environment”
(citizenship), “Following Rules” (responsibility,
citizenship). The other transitions are “Making New
Friends” and “Hand Washing,” which promote
other important life skills. With the current popularity
of character education programming, finding funding
to add the transition collections may not be difficult.

To learn more about character education,
visit www.charactercounts.org. We hope you find
that offering a character education presentation can
increase your bookings and visibility in your
community. As always, if you have any questions,
please contact headquarters staff for assistance.

When you look at his bright, smiling, freckled face, it’s hard
to believe that Mark Riley turned 30 in 2007. When you’re a
puppet character, it’s easy to keep your youthful good looks.
And Mark’s fresh face is not the only thing that has proven to
be enduring for The Kids on the Block. After 30 years, we know
that children respond to our puppet characters as peers and ask
them questions they may not ask an adult. We also know that the
need for teaching sensitivity and acceptance may change and
evolve, but it simply never goes away. That makes Kids on the
Block timeless.

This distinction means that it’s not just okay for a troupe to
return to a school it has visited in the past, it’s necessary. (Of
course you may want to vary scripts from year to year, or wait
a few years between visits, but having performed for a school

once doesn’t mean that that audience pool is now saturated.)
However, being timeless doesn’t allow us to rest on our laurels. The constant need for disability

awareness and social issues education helps our programs to also remain timely, but this takes some effort
on our parts. That’s why KOB, Inc. has worked tirelessly for the past 30 years to ensure that our programs
serve children’s current educational needs. Our efforts include updating script material, offering new
programs, repackaging the way we present our offerings to schools, and reinforcing their value as part of
the core curriculum through appropriate follow-up activities.

In this issue of Keeping up with the Kids, you’ll find articles that address how troupes can assure
schools of the timelessness and timeliness of our messages, including appealing to demands for character
education and performing fresh scripts. We hope these ideas will help you to renew your work in your own
communities, as we embark together on the next 30 years!

Mark Riley: Lookin’ Good at 30!

SAMHSA’s (Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Service Administration) Resource Center to Address
Discrimination and Stigma Associated with Mental
Illness has recently spotlighted The Kids on the
Block’s program on Children’s Mental Health as a
model initiative for communities wishing to offer
programs to help stop the stigma associated with
mental illness.  (www.stopstigma.samhsa.gov)

The Kids on the Block puppets are featured in a new
children’s book about the experiences of Tommy, a
second-grader with autism.  When Tommy hears
the words, “It’s Time,” he sometimes has difficulty
transitioning from one activity to another.  Other
times, like when he learns “It’s Time” for his class
to see a Kids on the Block puppet show, he’s
delighted!  It’s Time, by Judith Mammay and
illustrated by Todd Fargo, is part of the Turtle Books
series about children with disabilities available from
Jason & Nordic Publishers.  To learn more, visit
www.jasonandnordic.com.

KOB in the Community ...
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UNITED STATES

Alabama
Northwest Alabama Safeplace,
Florence

Georgia
Mental Health Association of South
Coastal Georgia, Inc., Brunswick

Hawaii
US Army Garrison Hawaii,
Schofield Barracks

Indiana
Stephanie Hunter,
Greencastle

Vincennes University,
Education Department, Vincennes

Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center,
Houston

West Virginia
Marshall University,
Huntington

Welcome to the Kids on the Block Family!
The following organizations started their own Kids on the Block programs in 2007:

NEW BULLIES LINE-UP!

Fort Knox

Ohio
Junior League of Toledo,
Perrysburg

Each One Reach One Mission,

AUSTRALIA
Girl Guides Victoria,
South Melbourne, Victoria

IRELAND
Cork Education Support Centre,
Cork

GERMANY
USAG Ansbach,
Ansbach

Bullies and School Safety continues to be a hot topic for schools across the country and around the world. In order to better serve
those schools or troupes seeking a show with a strong bullies focus, headquarters now offers an alternate performance option for the two
popular bullies scripts, “Rescue or Report” and “You’re Not the Boss of Me!” The original curriculum guide (© 1999) discourages performing
these scripts together, due to a plot inconsistency and the probability of repetitive interactive periods.  To resolve these issues, alter the
last few lines of “Rescue or Report” to read:

EDDY: OK, so if there's a weapon, or if the little voice inside--my instinct--tells me it's not safe to solve
the problem myself, I should go find an adult.

MEL: Right.  If a kid has a problem that he or she can't solve, then that kid needs to talk to an
adult who can help.

EDDY: Who should a kid talk to?
MEL: It should be an adult that the kids knows, someone the kid feels comfortable with and can trust!

Melody and Eddy should then exit the stage without conducting any audience interaction. Also alter the exchange in "You’re Not the Boss
of Me!" from Eddy's line "No way! I'm no tattletale!..." to Clare's line ending with "...and you need some help" to read:

EDDY: No way! (worried)  Robbie said that if I "rat" on him I'll be REALLY sorry.
CLARE:  That's why it's so important to talk to someone who can help, you know, REPORT.

Besides, there's a huge difference between tattling or ratting and REPORTING.  See, if
you're tattling on someone, you're purposely trying to get that person into trouble.  If you
are reporting, you are trying to keep yourself or someone else safe and you need
some help."

Then conduct a question and suggestion period with Clare and Eddy as you normally would, allowing as much time as possible to cover
the many issues addressed by these two scripts.

If you are including a third unrelated script in your presentation, that script should be performed between the two bullies scripts.
If you are also performing “Safe at School,” it should be presented after “You’re Not the Boss of Me!” In the event you are only performing
“Rescue or Report” and “You’re Not the Boss of Me!”, “Rescue or Report” should always be performed first. In this case, a KOB transition
or a brief musical interlude would provide a nice mental break for your audience between the scripts.

This new performance option is only appropriate for older elementary audiences (grades 3-6), as “You’re Not the Boss of Me!”
is not designed for use with grades K-2. For this age group, use only the puppet review version of “Rescue or Report.” For those troupes
wishing to continue to perform these scripts separately for grades 3-6, the scripts must be performed as they appear in the curriculum guide
with the interactive periods conducted as indicated in the guide.

This article serves as permission to all troupes owning the Bullies and School Safety program and the Eddy Franklin, Clare Sanchez,
and Melody James puppet characters to make the above outlined script alterations for performances involving both “Rescue or Report”
and “You’re Not the Boss of Me!” We’re confident that this performance option will help you to better address the problem of bullying
in your communities.

Kentucky
Army Community Services,

Twinsburg
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THE KIDS ON YOUR BLOCK

BRITISH COLUMBIA--
Vancouver
School Shows and Conferences Keep Troupe
Busy for Three Great Years!
Since re-launching its KOB program in early
2004, the BC Coalition of People with
Disabilities has presented over 180
performances and counting!  The troupe has
also presented at several conferences,
including the World Gathering on
Bereavement in 2005 and the Pacific Coast
Brain Injury Conference in 2004 and 2005, and
the World Down Syndrome Congress in 2006.
The Coalition's troupe also presented at the
2005 Vancouver International Fringe Festival.
The KOB fringe shows were a great success
and earned rave reviews.  (submitted by Olive
Ndungutse)

MICHIGAN--Howell
Scout from Hawaii Honored for KOB
Service in Michigan
Kirsten Donselar, Senior Girl Scout from Aiea
High School in Oahu, HI received her Gold
Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting,
through her service to Livingston Educational
Service Agency's KOB troupe in Howell, MI.
Kirsten scheduled and performed numerous
disability awareness shows for students in
preschool through grade 4 in Livingston
County, MI.  She led discussions with classes
and provided teachers with follow-up
activities.  This Gold Award project took
Kirsten 62 hours with additional prerequisite
requirements for four related badges, the
career exploration pin, the Leadership pin,
and a Senior Girl Scout Challenge.  Kirsten
prepared a Power Point presentation detailing
her project to share at the Aloha Girl Scout
Council Gold Award Ceremony at which she
was honored.  (submitted by Karol
Christiansen)

KENTUCKY --
Bowling Green
KY Troupe Develops Obesity Extension
Program
South Central KY Kids on the Block is planning
a “passport program” to promote healthy
eating and exercise in Allen County. This
program, if funded, will be made possible by
Get Healthy KY and the office of Governor
Ernie Fletcher.  Every child in grades K-6 in
Allen County will receive a KOB passport
which they can take to local restaurants and
organizations to get stamped whenever they
make a healthy food choice or complete a
physical activity. At the end of the month of
April, the troupe will collect all the passports
and announce 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners.
Prizes for the contest include a bike, gift
certificates, tickets to Six Flags, sports
equipment, and more!  This project was
developed to supplement the troupe’s
implementation of the KOB program on
Combating Childhood Obesity and
Overweight.

TENNESSEE--
Chattanooga
A Training First--Chattanooga Models
Training Collaboration with KOB HQ

To honor the 30th anniversary of
KOB’s founding, KOB, Inc. teamed with
Chattanooga’s KOB to offer a special
Regional Training Camp. Many affiliates in
the south are familiar with the annual camp
event, which has fostered camaraderie
among the region’s KOB troupes for twelve
years. Limited training opportunities have
been available at previous Camp KOB
events, but this year’s camp marked the first
time that “Campers” were able to receive
training certification from KOB headquarters
by participating in this special jointly
sponsored event.

Beginner, intermediate, and
advanced performers honed their skills in
puppetry workshops, and administrators
brainstormed in a special “Think Tank”
breakout session. Other special sessions
addressed child abuse prevention and voice
and movement for experienced puppeteers.
General sessions included performance
sharing, networking, and advice for
maximizing the impact of KOB programs.

The Regional Training Camp,
attended by 30 puppeteers and coordinators
from 6 states, was such a success that KOB
Headquarters would like to encourage other
troupes to consider hosting their own similar
training events, as KOB, Inc. has
discontinued its Regional Training
Conferences, the last of which was held in
2005. After much consideration and
feedback from troupes, we feel this is the
best way to serve the changing needs of our
associate troupes. As always, we’ll offer
training excellence from our seasoned and
professional staff, and this new approach
will allow us to offer timely and regionally
specific program assistance by partnering
with enthusiastic associate troupes!

! ! ! ! ! !! ! ! ! ! !! ! ! ! ! !! ! ! ! ! !! ! ! ! ! !

If you are interested in partnering with
KOB, Inc. to host a Regional Training
Event in your area, please contact us at
kob@kotb.com or 1-800-368-5437.

BE A REPORTER FOR
“KEEPING UP WITH THE KIDS”

Do you have a story or photos you’d like to share?
We’d love to hear about special events or activities
your troupe has participated in! Send stories, story
ideas, and/or photos to editor@kotb.com.

ONTARIO--T immins
Troupe Celebrates 15 Years
Community Friends - Kids on the Block of
Timmins, Ontario marks another successful
year.  Ongoing support from the Porcupine
United Way has allowed the troupe to purchase
new scripts and puppets.  The troupe now has
a total of 21 puppet characters and 26 programs
available for performances within their service
area.  Ongoing funding for travel, volunteer
recruitment, and training was granted through
the Blue Jays Care Foundation, a subsidiary of
the Blue Jays baseball team.  This year, the
troupe looks forward to celebrating its 15th
anniversary!  Community Friends - Kids on the
Block could not have thrived for so long without
the support of many groups, agencies, and
businesses throughout their community.
(submitted by Rhonda Latendresse)

KOB, Inc. President Aric-James Darroe
demonstrates dance moves at the first ever

Collaborative Regional Training.
photo courtesy of  Pati Tiller
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NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS...

At KOB Headquarters, we are occasionally asked how extensive a program revision or update is.  We release updates and revisions
after a long research process that is often nearly as extensive as developing a new program.  The new teacher’s guides that result from the
process are always more current and more thorough than the previous version of the program, which is why we always strongly urge our
associate troupes to purchase updates and revisions as soon as they become available.

One specific question in particular that arises is whether there is “just a new script added” to a revised program.  The addition of
a new script is definitely a major and important change to any program.  Perhaps even more important is retiring old scripts which have been
eliminated from a program.  We recognize that often puppeteers become attached not just to the characters they play, but also the scripts
in which they play them.  For this reason, our staff makes every effort to retain old script material and simply edit any out of date information
or phrasing contained in the dialogue.

However, it sometimes happens that the very approach of a script simply is no longer in keeping with current approaches to disability
awareness or social issues education.  When this happens, associate troupes and headquarters alike often begin to receive negative feedback
from the educators which we serve.  We then feel we have no choice but to retire the scripts entirely from our programs in order to maintain
the integrity and reputation for quality which allows Kids on the Block to thrive all over the world.  When a script must be retired, our staff
thoroughly researches current issues within the topic to develop a replacement script for the program.  At this time, the remainder of the
program is also updated, and a revision is released.  From that point, KOB no longer endorses the use of the retired script material.

Two programs recently revised under these circumstances are Down Syndrome and Learning Disabilities.  For these programs the
scripts “Who’s George?” and “Lunchtime” respectively have been eliminated and should no longer be performed by any troupes.  The new
scripts in these programs are “Planning Ahead,” which deals with transition planning and “Baking in Color,” which deals with learning
strategies.  We know you will find these to be important, relevant, and timely scripts.

RETIRED SCRIPTS

Performance Music on CD!

With our on-line partner, CafePress.com,
KOB is pleased to offer performance music on
compact disc. Choose from the Social Issues
Soundtrack, featuring opening, transition, and
closing cues appropriate for a wide variety of
script content, and The Disability & Differences
Show Soundtrack, where you’ll find the KOB
classics, “Come on In” and “Kids Are Different.”
Also available is a CD version of KOB’s Come on
Along, We All Belong , which allows listeners to
join Brenda for a musical journey as she “directs”
the Woodburn Talent Show. Twelve Musical
numbers are featured, including “Blind Kid’s Rap,”
“Sing and Sign with Mandy,” and KOB
headquarter’s staff favorite, “Part of a Family.”

Each CD is $17.99 plus shipping and is
available exclusively on-line. Navigate from
www.kotb.com by selecting the “Exclusive On-line
Store” on our home page. You’ll also find fun gift,
office, and clothing items available for on-line
purchase.

KOB headquarters welcomes Katie Young to our staff!
Katie, a native of the Detroit, MI area, studied
Telecommunications and Film at Eastern Michigan
University.  Before joining our staff, Katie worked in
the production field on a variety of projects such as
car commercials, music videos, and films, including the
recent hit Transformers.   Katie brings with her an
enthusiasm matched only by the associate troupes
she’ll be serving, saying, “The thing that gets me really
excited about working at KOB is the opportunity to
make a difference. ”
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Rehearsal audiocassettes for scripts are being phased out
and replaced with CDs!  While audiocassettes for some scripts are
still available, many are now exclusively on CD.  In time, only CDs
will be available.  The cost for replacement CDs will remain $12.00
plus shipping per program.

The Bringing the Kids to Life training video is now
available on DVD.  VHS is no longer available.  The price remains
$75.00 plus shipping.

EXTRA EXTRA!!
KOB Staff News...

In Other Audio-Visual News:In Other Audio-Visual News:In Other Audio-Visual News:In Other Audio-Visual News:In Other Audio-Visual News:
KOB Goes Hi-Tech!KOB Goes Hi-Tech!KOB Goes Hi-Tech!KOB Goes Hi-Tech!KOB Goes Hi-Tech!

GIFT  WITH  PURCHASE!
With any puppet order placed now through May 1,
2008, get a free Early Learning Video (VHS), the only
KOB product designed for preschoolers!  (One free
video per troupe, offer good while supplies last.)
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Meet Some of The Kids on the Block

Meet Jennifer Hauser

In first grade, Jennifer began to
have trouble learning to read and write.
She had a hard time keeping up with the
rest of the kids in her class.  Jennifer
became very frustrated and consequently
did not want to go to school anymore. “I
was always trying as hard as I could,”
says Jennifer.  “It’s just that what I
thought was right usually came out
wrong!”

After Jennifer had been tested and
diagnosed as having a learning disability,
Jennifer’s parents met with her teacher,
resource teacher, and assistant principal.
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss
learning strategies which could be
implemented to help Jennifer succeed in
school.  Together, they developed a special
learning program, called an Individualized
Educational Plan (IEP), which outlines goals
and objectives as well as specific strategies
for Jennifer.

Her experience with a resource
teacher, Ms. Ricci, helped Jennifer to realize
that she is a bright child who learns in
adifferent way.  Since Jennifer began working
with Ms. Ricci, her performance at school
has vastly improved.

Meet Jimmy Randolph

When Jimmy Randolph started
school, his parents and teachers began to
notice that he had a difficult time making
friends and was prone to sudden and often
unexplained angry outbursts.  In first grade,
the school guidance counselor referred the
family to the local mental health center
where he was diagnosed as having an
emotional disorder.  In school, Jimmy was
assigned to a resource room to provide him
with the best possible learning environment.
His resource teacher works with him on
behavior and has incorporated a system of
contracts and rewards to help Jimmy learn
appropriate boundaries.

Jimmy also attends counseling
sessions with a therapist.  He is sometimes
embarrassed about his meetings at the Cleary
Street Mental Health Center, but he does
talk with his friends about what he does
there and the help his counselor gives him

Many of our KOB Associates request information about members of The Kids on the Block family.  We’ll feature different “kids” in some issues of
Keeping Up With the Kids.  Cut and paste the articles to create your own KOB Character Reference Book!

This year, Jennifer spends an hour
each day in the resource room.  Her resource
teacher and classroom teacher work together
to implement learning strategies and to
develop any needed modifications.

The type of learning disabilitiy
Jennifer has is a visual perception problem.
Jennifer sometimes has trouble reading and
writing letters in the correct order within
words.  The letters may flip, rotate, or change
sequence.   She also has a directional problem.
This means she has trouble automatically

Meet Jinx Braxton

Jinx Braxton, the featured character
in The Kids on the Block Program on Gifted
and Talented, is an outgoing 11-year-old
girl who spends part of her school day in a
resource classroom for gifted and talented
children.  Jinx works hard at establishing
and maintaining friendships with other
children in her regular fifth grade class.
Through Jinx, children come to understand
that learning is more than getting right
answers or straight A's.  Like other children,
Jinx must work hard at her school work.  And
like other children, there is more to Jinx's
personality than her abilities in the
classroom.

is my counselor.  I have to go every single
Tuesday to talk about my problems and
stuff... Marlene is real nice.”

Children who don’t know Jimmy
have a difficult time understanding him.
Since his behavior can be inconsistent,
they often don’t know how to react.
Sometimes Jimmy is friendly, calm and caring,
and other times he can be distant or loud or
verbally abusive.  It is the inconsistent
timing and randomness in which all of these
behaviors manifest themselves that can
confuse his friends.  Jimmy talks with his
friends about his emotional difficulties and
shares a variety of strategies that teachers
have taught him to pay attention in school,
behave appropriately, and develop and
retain friendships.

Jimmy is featured in The Kids on
the Block Program on Emotional
&Behavioral Disorder.

and his parents.  Jimmy explains, "Marlenedistinguishing left from right.  She wears a
ring on her right hand to help her to
differentiate her left from her right.

Jennifer has many friends and an
active social life.  Her best friends are Melody
James and Brenda Dubrowski.  Jerome is her
pen pal.  Her favorite subjects in school are
science and math.  She likes playing soccer
and listening to music.

Jennifer has discovered that
having a learning disability is nothing to be
embarrassed about.   She says, “Some things
I learn slowly, and some things I learn quickly,
but I am able to learn just about anything.  I
just learn in a different way.”

Jennifer is featured in The Kids on
the Block Program on Learning Disabilities
and also appears in The Kids on the Block
Program on Arthritis.



WHAT'S UP

*Editor’s Note: All “Kit A and Kit B” scripts
were reprinted into separate  teacher’s
guides for each topic between 1980 and
1982.

KEEPING  YOUR
PROGRAMS CURRENT

At KOB Headquarters we’re constantly
working to provide you with the most up-to-
date curricula.

KOB  curricula  are updated in one of
four manners:

Inserts: New  information included
in a free handout.
Updates: Existing scripts/materi-
als are rewritten to reflect current
information.
Revision: Existing scripts/materi-
als rewritten plus new scripts added.
Program Replacement: Existing
program replaced with all new
scripts and materials.

Here’s a complete list of inserts, up-
dates, revisions, and replacements to date.
BOLD titles indicate recent availability.

AIDS -- revision, 1994
Asthma -- revision, 2002
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs -- re-
    placed Substace Abuse program, 1995
Arthritis -- revision, 1998
Autism -- update, 1996
Cerebral Palsy -- update, 1995
Childhood Cancer -- revision, 2000
Deafness -- revision, 1997
Diabetes -- update, 1997
Divorce -- update, 1997
Down Syndrome -- (formerly
    Mental Retardation) -- revision, 2005
EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE --
    update, 2006
Epilepsy -- revision, 2001
Fire Safety & Prevention -- revision, 2005
Gangs, Violence & Prejudice -- update, 1997
HEALTHY EATING -- revision, 2006
Learning Disabilities -- revision, 2005
Multiculturalism -- replaced Cultural Differ-
    ences program, 1997
Physical Abuse -- revision, 1996
Sexual Abuse -- revision, 2005
Sexuality and Teenage Pregnancy --
    revision, 2001
Sibling of a Child Who Has a
    Disability -- revision, 1998
Spina Bifida -- revision, 1999
Sun, Heat and Water Safety -- replaced Pool
    and Water Safety program, 2004
Vehicle Safety -- replaced Safety on Wheels
    program, 2002
Visual Impairment -- revision, 1996
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RECENT UPDATES

EMOTIONAL AND
BEHAVIORAL  DISORDER

An update of The Kids on the
Block Program on Emotional Disturbance,
featuring Jimmy Randolph, is now
available.  This new version of the program
includes altered scripts which model
positive, supportive interactions
between a child with an emotional
disorder and his peers.

When Jimmy must combine his
resource room placement for his
emotional disorder with daily experience
in a regular classroom, both his teachers
and his classmates must learn to deal with
Jimmy’s erratic and sometimes aggressive
behavior. Originally developed in
conjunction with the George Mason
University Department of Special
Education in Virginia, the program's script
material covers specific issues such as
the systematic use of contracts and
rewards, the use of individual therapy
and family counseling as appropriate
strategies for Jimmy, praise and positive
reinforcement from his peers, and
challenges surrounding friendship and
peer acceptance.  For a detailed biography
of the featured character, Jimmy
Randolph, see "Meet Some of the Kids
on the Block" on page 6.

HEALTHY EATING AND
DENTAL CARE

“Kids need healthy snacks.
Healthy foods give us energy we need
and trying new foods can be a fun
adventure!” exclaims Jason Robinson in
the revised Program on Healthy Eating
and Dental Care.  This revision updates
information originally released in the
healthy snacking program and is designed
to educate children about healthy eating
habits, the fun of eating nutritious foods,
and the role food plays in growing bodies.

The revision contains five
scripts which focus on different aspects
of healthy eating and caring for one’s
body.  The script, "A Safari Adventure -
Food Exploration," replaces “Tuna
Punch” and explores the fun of trying

*  IN THE FUTURE...

AIDS & HIV

An update of The Kids on the
Block Program on AIDS, featuring Natalie
Gregg, is in the earliest stages of research.
The content of the scripts, "Birdhouse,"
"Living with AIDS," and "Let's Talk about
Viruses," and other program material will
be considered for appropriateness and
accuracy in light of the many changes in
the treatment of HIV and AIDS which have
occurred since the program was last
updated in 1994.  Treatment changes have
had a significant impact on the day to day
realities of people with this condition, and
this will also be addressed in the update.
Feedback from associate troupes is
welcome at this time.

Watch www.kotb.com for an
announcement of the update's completion!

new and different types of food.  "At the
Dentist" models good dental hygiene and
realistic ways children can take responsibility
for their teeth.  "Party Time" and "Halloween"
both demonstrate methods for children to
eat sweets and “junk” food in moderation
while also fueling their bodies with healthier
alternatives.  "Food for Friendship," which
explains why food should not be used to
bargain or as a reward, replaces “Snacks Are
Just Snacks.”  It focuses on viewing food as
fuel, and discourages the practice of using
food to persuade someone to do (or not do)
something.  A brand new script, "Fruit Stand,"
models a way that children can promote
healthy snacking within their school and
community.

Scripts from this program pair nicely
with content from the program on Combating
Childhood Obesity and Overweight for
complete presentations on Healthy Living!

The revised Teacher's Guides for these
programs may be purchased for a minimal
fee by  KOB Associates who currently own
a previous version of the programs.



KOB MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of The Kids on the Block (KOB) is to provide an educational puppet program which enlightens all children on the
issues of disability awareness, medical/educational differences and social concerns.  By extensively researching and developing
relevant and timely topics, KOB addresses a wide range of issues that affect today's children.  KOB has a strong commitment to
supplying communities around the world with programs that address children's questions, concerns and needs about these issues.
The type of education The Kids on the Block programs provide will help to create positive attitudinal and behavioral change for
present and future generations.

PROGRAMS NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK
AGING
AIDS
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO & OTHER DRUGS
ARTHRITIS
ASTHMA
AUTISM
BEREAVEMENT
BRAIN INJURY
BULLIES & SCHOOL SAFETY
CEREBRAL PALSY
CHILD OF DIVORCED PARENTS
CHILDHOOD CANCER
CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH/ADHD
COMBATING CHILDHOOD OBESITY
   & OVERWEIGHT
COPING WITH CRISIS/DEPLOYMENT
DEAFNESS
DIABETES
DOWN SYNDROME
DWARFISM
EMOTIONAL/BEHAVIORAL DISORDER
EPILEPSY
FIRE SAFETY & PREVENTION

To find out how you can inspire the
children in your community to be
more understanding and apprecia-
tive of differences, call the Kids on
the Block.  Use the toll free number
listed below!

The Kids
on the Block, Inc.

9385-C Gerwig Lane
Columbia, Maryland 21046-

1583
410-290-9095

FAX: 410-290-9358
Toll free: 1-800-368-KIDS(5437)

Continental U.S./Canada

www.kotb.com

GANGS, VIOLENCE & PREJUDICE
GIFTED AND TALENTED
HEALTHY EATING & DENTAL CARE
HEMOPHILIA
LEARNING DISABILITIES
LIFE LESSONS
LITERACY
MULTICULTURALISM
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
ORGAN DONATION/TRANSPLANT
OSTOMY
PEDIATRIC HOSPICE
PHYSICAL ABUSE
SEVERE BURNS
SEXUAL ABUSE
SEXUALITY AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY
SIBLING OF A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY
SPINA BIFIDA
SUN, HEAT AND WATER SAFETY
VANDALISM PREVENTION
VEHICLE SAFETY
VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Attention Recipient: Please route this publication to your Kids on the Block program coordinator and puppeteers.

Updated!

Revised!

The Kids on the Block, Inc.
9385-C Gerwig Lane
Columbia, Maryland 21046


