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“I don’t want to talk to you, I want
to talk to HIM.”  That is the statement that
started it all.  After that fateful first
performance by The Kids on the Block, Inc.’s
founders, a child in the audience asked to
speak directly to a puppet character.  From
that child, we learned the format that would
be the foundation of a uniquely successful
method of teaching about sensitive topics.
We learned that in order for children to hear
them, the puppets need to speak for
themselves.

Unfortunately, sometimes we
grown-ups behind the puppets can get so
absorbed in the importance of our messages
that we allow this simple truth to get away
from us.  When this happens, it fundamentally
alters the tone of our performances, and they
can lose their impact.  Adopting a didactic
approach to our presentations can come in
many forms, but the result is almost always
the same: the children begin to tune us out
because we sound just like all the other
grown-ups they have to listen to.  The
puppets lose their unique status as peers
and become cutesy mouthpieces for adults.
Blah blah blah.  That’s what we might as well
be saying.

How do you know if your troupe
has fallen victim to this pitfall of
puppeteering?  You might notice blank stares
or a lack of interest in the question and
answer period.  Maybe questions are asked
cynically or half-heartedly, rather than with
true interest.  If this seems to be a trend with
your performances, it’s worth re-examining
your troupe’s approach.  Are you billing
yourselves as a very important, educational
presentation or as a fun, entertaining puppet
show that deals with issues children face
every day?

No matter how you describe your
performances, what’s really important is how
they are executed.  Does the way in which
you engage the audience treat them as
intelligent, thinking young people capable
of empathizing with the characters or as
preschoolers who need to have it all spelled
out for them?  Two areas of concern which
came to the attention of our training staff this
year that can have a significant impact on a
performance’s overall tone are the
introduction/closing and the pace of the
dialogue.

KOB, Inc. does not require
associate troupes to use the introduction
and closing provided in the puppeteer
training manual verbatim, but it is a good
guideline for what they should and should
not include.  The introduction of a
performance plays a vital role because it tells
the audience for what to expect.   The
introduction should prepare the audience
for the question and answer period, but it
should not inform them that the puppets are
going to teach them something really
important.  And the closing should thank the
audience for their questions, but it should
not tell them that children with disabilities are

just like them and wanted to be treated nicely.
If they didn’t learn that from observing the
puppets in action, they’re not going to learn
it by being told.  Think about what your high
school English teacher might have told you
for your creative writing assingments, "Show
me, don't tell me."

The pace of the dialogue should be
natural and conversational, keeping in mind
that in most cases, these are children talking
amongst themselves–they joke, they
question, and sometimes they even ramble.
What they should not do is speak at the
patronizingly slow rate that one might use
when reading to a toddler.  The puppeteer
should work hard to imagine himself as the
character speaking for himself from his own
unique point of view.  We want the audience
to pick up on the elements of the story, but
we don’t want to slow down so much to
achieve this that they lose interest in the
story.  Allowing them to observe the
characters behaving “naturally” is the best
way to engage their interest and stimulate
their empathy.

As mentioned before, these are not
the only ways a performance can become
didactic, but we’ve chosen them to illustrate
the importance of avoiding this pitfall.  When
in doubt, ask yourselves, “Are we allowing
the puppets to speak for themselves?”  This
will guide you to make effective choices for
your presentations.  As always, if you have
any questions or are encountering problems
you need help resolving, please don’t hesitate
to contact us.  Our team of puppetry trainers
is ready and willing to assist you.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Kids on the Block Associates,

As I write this I am winding down from a pretty full day.  There have been many full days at Kids
on the Block, Inc. This one will stay in my memory for myriad reasons.  Today I helped a child.  I was doing
what I’ve done thousands of times since joining The Kids on the Block family in 1989.  I was playing a character
named Melody James (I’m sure most of you know her).  Melody and I were at a military installation this
morning.  We were there to talk to 50 children about having a parent or another family member deployed in
the “Overseas Contingency Operation," what was once known as the war in Iraq.

As we were setting up for the show I noticed most of the adults around the building seemed anxious
and distracted.  I’m not surprised.  It’s not a very good time to be a grown-up.  We are stressed out.  We’re
worried about our jobs, our homes, our families and our futures.  I knew how those harried adults felt because
I feel that way too.  I’ve encountered lots of adults over the past year who feel bad, angry, confused and afraid.
This situation we all find ourselves in has brought out the best in some of us and the worst in others.  When
I got out of bed this morning, I was at my worst.  I was in a foul mood and I was having a bad day.  Sure I
put on my game face before I left the house–that’s part of my job.  But I was sure this day had nothing good
in store.

Then I was there, standing behind Melody, helping bring her to life so she could talk to a child who
needed help.  As I listened to that child share how much he missed his mom (who won’t complete her tour
of duty until after May, 2010) my bad day was rendered completely irrelevant.  I remembered what I had been
sent there to do.  I was there to provide a safe environment for 50 children to talk about their fears and anxieties.
I was there to reassure them and give them hope  that things would be okay.  How can I reassure any child
that things will be okay if I do not believe it myself?  The simple answer is I can’t.  Those of you who know
me likely do not think of me as a “Polly Anna, Little Mary Sunshine.”  I am a realist.  Nevertheless, I must believe
that things will get better or I cannot teach children to have hope.  That is what we all must do despite what
we see and hear on the news every day.

We are all in the same boat.  Non-profits are struggling with budget cuts, declining volunteerism
and a significant drop in charitable donations.  Businesses are burdened with downsizing, rising costs and
shrinking profit margins.  At The Kids on the Block, Inc., we have a smaller staff.  We have lost long time
vendors because they could not weather the current economic storm and have closed their doors for good.
We have seen one of our main manufacturing supplies, foam–a petroleum product–double in price and then
double again.  But we are going to forge ahead because we have to.  We are here to make the world a better
place for our having been here.  It won’t be easy or fun, but we’ll move forward and make tough choices and
make it through.  We are working hard to do more with less.  We are prioritizing how we allocate our resources
so they may do the most good.

We may not be able to do all that we desire to at this time.  We may have shorter hours and longer
production schedules.  We may choose electronic updates over paper mailings.  We might rely on
teleconferences rather than face to face meetings–for now.  Nevertheless, we look forward to continuing to
be here for you as we always have been.

Even with the current economic situation weighing heavily on your minds, I want you to take time
to revel in your successes.  I encourage you to return to your communities and shout those successes from
the rooftops, because sometimes convincing others of the value of our work is our greatest challenge.  And
my sincerest wish is that when you feel overwhelmed and under-appreciated, you find inspiration in the same
way I did today– by looking into the eyes of a child
and recognizing that you have the power to give that
child hope even when you think you have none left
to give.

Warmly,

Aric-James Darroe
President

Puppet Hospital
REOPENED!

The workshop can now accept
scheduled repairs.  As always,
call in advance in to request a

repair estimate and schedule any
puppet repairs.
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UNITED STATES

California
Assistance League of Greater Placer,
Auburn

Colorado
Junior League of Denver,
Denver

Illinois
Joseph Maley Foundation,
Zionsville

Indiana
East Noble Schools,
Kendallville

Louisiana
Southeast Louisiana University,
Hammond

Maine
Children's Museum and Theatre of Maine,
Portland

Angel Mountain,
Stillwater

Tennessee
Safe & Drug Free Schools, McNairy
County Board of Education,
Selmer

Wyoming
Rock River Schools,
Laramie

Welcome to the Kids on the Block Family!
The following organizations started their own Kids on the Block programs in 2009:

Andover

New Jersey
Montclair High School,
Montclair

New York
Plainview-Old Bethpage Schools,
Plainview

CANADA

Cassie & Friends Fund for Juvenile
Arthritis,
Vancouver, British Columbia

Learning Disabilities Kingston,
Kingston, Ontario

GERMANY

USAG Stuttgart,
Stuttgart

Massachusetts
Commission on Disability,

Oklahoma

REPORT PROBLEMS WITH ORDERS
IMMEDIATELY!

KOB, Inc. makes every effort to ensure that
all of your orders arrive to you in complete,
pristine condition.  However, items on
rare occasion are damaged during the
shipping process. The purchaser's
responsibility is to retain any and all
shipping materials and report loss or
damage to us within 10 calendar days of
receipt.  Shipping materials are needed
for return transit and/or to make necessary
insurance claims.  Please remember
these simple guidelines to help us help
you in the unlikely event that items are
somehow damaged!

Did you know...?
The traditional form of Japanese
puppet theatre often called Bunraku,
gets its name from Uemura Bunrakuken,
a 19th century practitioner of the art
form.  Want to learn more?  Check out:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunraku
***There's an old bit of KOB mythology that
suggests that Bunraku in translation means
"you can see."  This is incorrect and stems
from a misunderstanding.

GREAT READS!
If You’re So Smart, How Come You Can’t
Spell Mississippi? and Mrs. Gorski, I Think
I Have the Wiggle Fidgets by Barbara Esham
and illustrated by Mike & Carl Gordon
address dyslexia and ADHD in a fun, child-
friendly way.  These books from The
Adventures of Everyday Geniuses series
are great reads for puppeteers playing
Jennifer or Anna to delve deeper into
children’s perspectives about these
disabilities which impact learning.  Also, the
books could be recommended to teachers
for classroom follow-up use.  Other books in
the series, which is published by Mainstream
Connections, address math and handwriting
issues.  To learn more visit:
www.MainstreamConnections.org.

PUPPET PRODUCTION TIMES...
THE BACK STORY

When you inquire about delivery
time for puppet orders, our staff gives you an
estimate that is as accurate as possible, based
on the current production cue.  Please bear in
mind that we can only give estimates, and
they are subject to change based on incoming
orders.  That is to say, a production estimate
given one day could dramatically change the
following day, even by a matter of many
weeks, if a large order is received before
yours.  This has happened several times over
the past few years, and whenever we are
anticipating a large order, we do try to make
others aware so that they can get their smaller
orders in sooner and avoid a long wait for
their new “Kids.”

As always, our small but skilled
workshop staff works hard to deliver top
quality workmanship as quickly as possible.
While there’s little we can do to speed along
the actual production time, if you have an
urgent need of an invoice, please let our staff
know.  We can easily oblige your funding
deadlines with an advance invoice.  If you do
not ask to be invoiced early, your invoice will
be sent under separate cover when your
puppet order ships.

EFFECTIVENESS STUDIES
We’ve received lots of inquiries lately about
effectiveness studies.  Please visit the
Coordinator’s Corner on www.kotb.com for
all study information we have available.  We
recommend that individual troupes conduct
their own studies whenever possible.  Before
you design your evaluation tool, consult the
articles “Evaluating the Effectiveness of
KOB” parts 1 and 2 which appeared in the
Spring/Summer 1999 and Winter 2000 issues
of Keeping up with the Kids.  These issues
are archived on the Newsletter page of our
website.  Once you’ve completed your
study, please share your results with us.
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THE KIDS ON YOUR BLOCK

The Hands on Parent Education (HOPE) Center was proud to announce the arrival of
its Kids on the Block troupe at the 2009 Arts, Beats, and Eats Festival of Hope in Pontiac, MI this
year.  Arts, Beats, and Eats is a longstanding tradition in the Metro Detroit area, bringing together
great bands, local, national, and international artists, and a wide variety of delicious food.  The
HOPE Center, part of Beaumont Children’s Hospital and located in Berkley, MI, provides
behavioral services to families of children with autism.  The Kids on the Block program helps us
with our mission of training families and raising awareness about autism in the community.

At the HOPE Center, we believe that all children are products of their environment.
Children with autism are no different! When they are in an environment where they are understood
and treated with respect, they thrive. It’s amazing to see how the puppets teach and capture the
attention of both old and young alike!

In addition to Arts, Beats, and Eats, the HOPE Center troupe performed at a local health
fair and for a school district with eight Autistic Impaired classrooms. It was such a thrill to see
the children participate in the presentation. The most touching moment during our school
presentation came when a young student with autism raised his hand and commented that kids
with autism have high anxiety and worry a lot about things. He expanded on a theme within our
program…that the world can be an overwhelming place for kids with autism!

We are looking forward to many future presentations. We know that there are many more
venues within our community that can really benefit from the KOB message. Our goal for 2010
is to reach as many of those places as possible.  To learn more, visit our website at
www.beaumonthospitals.com/hope.

BE A REPORTER FOR “KEEPING UP WITH THE KIDS”
Do you have a story or photos you’d like to share?  We’d love to
hear about special events or activities your troupe has participated
in! Send stories, story ideas, and/or photos to editor@kotb.com .

In the past year Kids on the Block, Inc. has dealt with an unusually high number of copyright inquiries. Because of this, we are helping
our affiliates further understand limited use copyright and what it means to your program.

Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United States (title 17, U.S. Code) to the authors of “original works
of authorship” including literary, dramatic, musical, artistic and certain other intellectual works.  The copyright owner has the exclusive right
to do and to authorize others to do the following:
• to perform the copyrighted work publicly
• to reproduce the copyrighted work
• to prepare derivative works based on the copyrighted work
• to distribute the copyrighted work to the public by sale or other transfer of ownership
• to display the copyrighted work publicly

The Kids on the Block, Inc.'s copyright statement, granting you the right to perform the copyrighted work publicly appears on
the inside cover of every Kids on the Block teacher’s guide and on our sales materials:
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HOPE puppeteers present
at Arts, Beats, and Eats.

photo courtesy of  Jamie McGillivary

COPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONS

by Jamie McGillivaryBerkley, MICHIGAN-- Kids on the Block bring HOPE!

IMPORTANT COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Kids on the Block, Inc. grants purchasers a limited license for the use of programs and puppets. Purchase and/or utilization

of Kids on the Block materials indicates agreement to comply with the stated copyright:  All puppets, scripts and materials sold by The
Kids on the Block, Inc. are protected by copyright laws of the United States.  They may be used only for live performances for which there
is no admission charge or commercial benefit, direct or indirect.  Performances involving the puppets must adhere strictly to scripts
provided by The Kids on the Block, Inc., and puppets may not be substituted or altered.

No performance may be filmed, videotaped, broadcast, cablecast, transmitted via the Internet, or otherwise disseminated beyond
the immediate viewing audience by any device without the prior written consent of The Kids on the Block, Inc.

Program titles and performances must make specific reference to The Kids on the Block, Inc, (e.g., The XYZ Puppet Players present
The Kids on the Block).  Kids on the Block may be used, with a regional qualifier, as part of an organizational name, (e.g., Kids on the
Block of Northeast Ohio) ONLY when Kids on the Block programming is the sole educational outreach of said organization.  The Kids
on the Block logo may be used for promotional purposes.  You may not utilize or create alternate logos/line art without the express
permission of  The Kids on the Block, Inc.

COPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONSCOPYRIGHT REMINDERS AND CLARIFICATIONS
continues on page 5.continues on page 5.continues on page 5.continues on page 5.continues on page 5.
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MORE ON COPYRIGHT ...

WEBSITES
The task of promoting a Kids on the Block
program has become increasingly easy for our
network of affiliate troupes. And while the
internet can be a valuable tool in promoting a
Kids on the Block program, advances in
technology have resulted in a number of serious
copyright issues this year.  Please see our
official position on the following:

(continued from p. 4)
Contact us right away if you are looking to
do something other than live scripted
presentations with your Kids on the Block
puppets.  Here are some examples of
frequently asked questions:
Q: I’ve written a script about Mark’s
grandparents losing their life savings in
the stock market crash.  How do I get it
approved?  A: KOB, Inc. does not approve
derivative works featuring our characters
so you cannot perform scripts of your own
creation nor can you alter KOB, Inc. scripts.
We may be able to help you address a
specific issue within the question and
answer period.  Please contact us for
guidance.
Q: Someone stole our Valerie puppet.
Can we use Melody instead?  A: We’re
sorry to hear about your missing puppet.
We encourage all of our affiliates to insure
their KOB materials as they would any
necessary equipment.  There are very few
instances (such as the Life Lessons
transitional scripts) where it is specifically
stated that a script may be performed by
“any Kids on the Block character,” and we
would not permit the substitution of
Melody for Valerie, or Jimmy for Mark, or
Jason for Shaun, or any other Kids on the
Block character/puppet for another
specific character.
Q: One of our volunteers made a yarn
“wig” for Diane (the featured character
in childhood cancer) can we use it to
update our puppet?  A: We are happy to
provide guidance in how to update your
puppet’s clothing but you should not
alter your puppets.  Changing a puppet’s
physical appearance (apart from updating
their clothes) would violate our copyright.
Your puppets should appear as they did
when you first received them.  Diane is
bald.  Melody and Clare have glasses.
Valerie should be wearing her braces and
using her crutches, Renaldo should have
his cane and glasses and Mark should be
seated in his wheelchair and wearing a
helmet.  Since our puppets are seen and
recognized by children throughout the
U.S., Canada and around the world, we
wish to never again encounter Brenda
with hair extensions, Melody as an
amputee or Mandy as a hearing puppet.

PUBLICITY DO’S & DON’TS

PHOTOS
-Photographs are a great way to document and
publicize your Kids on the Block program.
Keep the following in mind:
-Do not allow the puppets or puppeteers to be
photographed from the side or back of the
stage. Your troupe works hard to help your
audience connect with the puppets as though
they were “real” kids. Don’t let anyone spoil
the illusion!
-Whenever possible have a puppeteer assist
the photographer in directing the puppet kids.
Look for proper eye focus, good posture and
slightly open puppet mouths (to give the
appearance that the puppets are smiling).  You
will also be able to ensure that the pictures are
being taken directly in front of the stage.
-Since real children view the puppets as peers,
avoid photographing your puppets in
“compromising positions,” in places where it
would be inappropriate for a child to be or
appearing in a manner inconsistent with the
educational mission of The Kids on the Block,
Inc.

Q: We want to distribute a DVD of our
performance to our schools.  Is that OK as
long as we don’t charge for it?  A: No.  The
program is designed to be a live interaction,
and therefor it must be performed live.
Teachers, parents and other audience members
may not film your performance.  If your
volunteers/staff ask to be filmed so they may
see themselves use extreme caution as those
rehearsal videos should never leave your
hands!  The only exception to this rule applies
to TV News cameras.  The media is allowed to
cover performances featuring The Kids on the
Block.  They should be advised by your troupe
to film a short portion (about 2 minutes) of
scripted material (not question and answer).

Website Development: You may promote
your work with Kids on the Block through an
organizational website.  Please contact us for
specific requirements.
Website Photos: Photographs of puppets
on websites should follow our
“Photographing Puppets” guidelines. The
best photos to include are either individual
character pictures (which accompany a
character biography), cast photos, or photos
from live presentations (taken from the front
of the stage).  Your organization should also
have model releases for any children who
appear in publicity photos (signed by parent
or legal guardian if the subject is under the
age of 18).  “Behind the scenes” photos are
not recommended. We want to maintain the
illusion that the puppet kids are real kids.
Staged photos from scripted moments should
feature the appropriate characters, not
substitutions.  If you need a particular
assortment of characters, they can be
“singing” for an action photo or posed “class
picture style,” smiling for the camera.
Website Video: You must have a copyright
release from The Kids on the Block, Inc. to
post either scripted material or any other
video which bears the image/likeness of the
puppets. Copyright releases are specific.  If
you have received a release to hand distribute
a promotional video, you would need to
submit a specific request to post the same
video to a website.  (This includes MySpace,
YouTube and similar sites.)
Social Networking: This is a project we are
working on at the corporate level. Until we
can ensure the safety of our child audience,
we will be shutting down any KOB affiliated
social networking sites. There are simply too
many affiliate troupes for us to be able to
police everyone’s Facebook, MySpace, etc.
We hope to establish  a “group page/site” in
the near future where all Kids on the Block
troupes can virtually meet.
Blogs: Blogging as a Kids on the Block
character falls under the category of
derivative works and is a violation of our
copyright.

To request a copyright release, please contact
us at 1-800-368-5437 or kob@kotb.com.  We’re
looking forward to working with you!
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Meet Some of The Kids on the Block

Kenny & Keith Montgomery
 11 year old Kenny Montgomery

loves computer games, little league baseball,
and adventure stories. He lives with his
parents, his older brother, Keith, and Virgil,
thedog.

About two years ago Kenny began
to have severe headaches. Several mornings
he vomited, and sometimes he felt off balance
while he walked.  His parents took him to his
pediatrician, who ordered a scan which
detected a brain tumor.  Kenny was scheduled
for surgery to diagnose and remove the tumor
in the next day or two! The tumor was
diagnosed as medulloblastoma–it was
malignant.  After surgery, Kenny received
radiation and chemotherapy. During his
treatment, the doctors were somewhat
optimistic that the tumor would stop growing
and stop threatening Kenny’s life.

For almost a year and a half, things
went well. Kenny went into remission. But
then the symptoms returned, and another
scan showed that the tumor had spread.  The
doctors talked with Kenny's parents about
the fact that their son's cancer was terminal
and that he would die when the tumor spread.
After the shock of this news, Mr. & Mrs.
Montgomery met with Abbie Lynch, a
pediatric hospice nurse, and decided that a
home hospice program was best for their
family.  They talked to Kenny about it. They
cried together, yelled together, and finally
laughed together–and together they decided
to make the best of Kenny’s remaining time.

Kenny now receives steroids via
his central line catheter to minimize brain
swelling and its symptoms. The steroids
have made Kenny gain  water weight, which
is most noticeable in his face and stomach.

Atlthough Kenny no longer attends
school, he keeps in touch with his teacher
and classmates, and Abbie has taken the time
to talk with them about Kenny. These days
Kenny spends time resting, talking with his
parents, brother and friends, and enjoying
Virgil, his dog.

Many of our KOB Associates request information about members of The Kids on the Block family.  We’ll feature different “kids” in some issues of
Keeping Up With the Kids.  Cut and paste the articles to create your own KOB Character Reference Book!

Leslie is 10 years old and has
recently moved to Woodburn. She lives
with her parents, her younger brother, and
her pet parakeet. Leslie misses her old friends,
but she is making new ones. She enjoys
school and loves to read mysteries. She has
a dramatic personality, so she loves acting
and putting on puppet shows.

Leslie has juvenile rheumatoid
arthritis (JRA), a condition that causes her
joints to get stiff and swollen. She was
diagnosed when she was five years old.
Leslie keeps her arthritis under control by
eating healthy foods, getting lots of rest,
doing exercises, and taking her medicine.

She also loves dancing and playing tennis.
Leslie  is a fifth grader  at Woodburn

Elementary.  She and her parents are working
with the teachers to help them understand
that Leslie's condition means that she may
need extra walks around the classroom or
may need to stand up sometimes to keep
from getting stiff. Leslie’s PE teacher has
adapted many activities so that she can
safely participate. Leslie is quick to tell others
that she can do the same things her peers
can do . . . she just may do some of those
things in a different way.

Leslie has an IEP (Individualized
Education Plan). Each year, a committee of
people who care about Leslie and her
education get together and adapt her plan as
necessary. This group includes Leslie’s
teacher, occupational therapist, physical
therapist, principal, school counselor, and
her parents. Leslie goes to the meetings, too.
The IEP lists the  accommodations that
should be made for her and the educational
objectives she should achieve that year.

Leslie is the featured character in
The KOB Program on Arthritis.

Keith Montgomery, a student at
Woodburn Junior High, is Kenny's 13 year
old brother. Keith is proud of his achievements
at school, loves playing basketball, and hopes
to be a scientist or a doctor when he grows up.

Kenny's terminal illness is the motivation
behind Keith's aspirations.  Keith has had a
difficult time accepting the news of his
brother’s illness. He has conflicting feelings–
Keith feels angry at the attention that Kenny
receives, and he feels guilty about that same
anger. Upset, he explains, “I mean, here’s my
little brother dying from a brain tumor, and
I'm mad just because hegets presents all the
time. I feel like some kind of monster brother!
Grrrr! All I need is some big green teeth!”

Unsure of how to handle these
confusing feelings, Keith turns to Abbie
Lynch, the pediatric hospice nurse, who
helps him sort through them. Keith admits,
“Sometimes I just wish things were the way
they used to be. When we had fun together,
when we did stuff, when Mom and Dad
laughed–when Kenny wasn’t sick.”

Abbie’s investment in the
Montgomery family has meant a lot to Keith.
Keith wanted to enjoy the remaining time
with his brother, but wasn't sure that it was
OK to have fun and do "normal" things.
Abbie assured the family that maintaining
their normal lifestyle was the best thing for
Kenny.  Keeping his brother company and
engaging him in their usual activities has
helped Keith deal with his conflicting
emotions, and given him the opportunity to
enjoy his brother’s company.

Keith has committed himself to
helping keep Kenny’s remaining time as
normal as possible, because that’s what
Kenny wants. Playing computer games
together, watching their favorite movies,
and playing fetch with Virgil continue to be
household routines for Keith and his brother.

Kenny and Keith are featured in
The KOB Program on Pediatric Hospice.

Leslie Rosenbaum



WHAT'S UP

*Editor’s Note: All “Kit A and Kit B”
scripts were reprinted into separate
teacher’s guides for each topic between
1980 and 1982.

KEEPING  YOUR
PROGRAMS CURRENT

At KOB Headquarters we’re constantly
working to provide you with the most up-to-
date curricula.

KOB  curricula  are updated in one of
four manners:

Inserts: New  information included
in a free handout.
Updates: Existing scripts/materi-
als are rewritten to reflect current
information.
Revision: Existing scripts/materi-
als rewritten plus new scripts added.
Program Replacement: Existing
program replaced with all new
scripts and materials.

Here’s a complete list of inserts, up-
dates, revisions, and replacements to date.
BOLD titles indicate recent availability.
AIDS/HIV -- update, 2008
Asthma -- revision, 2002
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs -- re-
    placed Substace Abuse program, 1995
Arthritis -- revision, 1998
Autism -- update, 2008
Bullies & School Safety -- insert, 2008
Cerebral Palsy -- update, 1995
Childhood Cancer -- revision, 2000
COPING WITH CRISIS -- UPDATE, 2009
Deafness -- revision, 1997
Diabetes -- update, 1997
Divorce -- update, 1997
Down Syndrome -- (formerly
    Mental Retardation) -- revision, 2005
Emotional Disturbance -- update, 2006
Epilepsy -- revision, 2001
Fire Safety & Prevention -- revision, 2005
Gangs, Violence & Prejudice -- update, 1997
Healthy Eating -- revision, 2006
Learning Disabilities -- revision, 2005
Multiculturalism -- replaced Cultural Differ-
    ences program, 1997
Physical Abuse -- revision, 1996
Sexual Abuse -- revision, 2005
Sexuality and Teenage Pregnancy --
    revision, 2001
Sibling of a Child Who Has a
    Disability -- revision, 1998
Spina Bifida -- revision, 1999
Sun, Heat and Water Safety -- replaced Pool
    and Water Safety program, 2004
Vehicle Safety -- replaced Safety on Wheels
    program, 2002
Visual Impairment -- revision, 1996
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RECENT UPDATES
COPING WITH CRISIS

An update of The Kids on the
Block Program on Coping with Crisis &
Making a Difference (featuring Brenda
Dubrowski, Melody James,
and Salimah Rahman) is now available.
The program, originally released in 2001
to provide children with a forum to discuss
their feelings after the attacks of
September 11, 2001, has been revised to
be generally applicable in times of military
conflict or natural disaster.  The script
"Troubling Times" has been replaced by
"Times of Trouble."  The new script has
been written in a non-specific fashion
and is designed to help children cope
with either a local traumatic event such as
a natural disaster or an event with broader
impact such as an act of terrorism.  Other
scripts in the program have also been
revised to reflect less specific current
affairs.

COMING SOON...
ASPERGER'S SYNDROME

Over the past few years, we’ve heard
from troupes, parents, and educators about
the growing need for a program about
Asperger’s Syndrome, a form of autism which
affects people with average or above average
intelligence.

Due to the demand for scripts to
address the topic, our staff has decided that
this will be our next development project.  As
we begin to explore what information such a
program should include, we invite you to
contact us to share thoughts and ideas.  As
always, our research process will include
interviews with families and experts, and
should you know anyone who would be an
appropriate contact, we encourage you to
help us reach out to them.

For the time being, we encourage
troupes to continue educating their
communities by introducing them to David
Franklin, the non-verbal featured character
in our existing program about autism.  When
David’s brother Eddy takes questions, he
can explain that some people with autism
may be able to do things his brother can not.
Eddy can also share some information about
his high-functioning classmate, Dean.

Many troupes have also had
success using the programs on ADHD and
Emotional Disorder to encourage sensitivity
toward the unusual behaviors which may be
exhibited by a child with Asperger’s
Syndrome.

We look forward to hearing from
you about this important topic!

Current Teacher's Guides for this and
any other programs which have been
updated or revised may be purchased
for a minimal fee by  KOB Associates
who currently own a previous version of
the program(s).

KEEP AN EYE OUT!

PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMORS
In the last issue, we announced

the start of our work on a new program
about Pediatric Brain Tumors, sponsored
by The Children's Cancer Hospital at the
University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center.  We're excited that the three new
scripts we've developed on the topic will
be field tested in early 2010, and we expect
the program to be completed in the spring.

Watch www.kotb.com for an
announcement of the program's release!

REPRINT INFORMATION
If you purchase replacement
teacher’s guides, you may
notice some slight variation
from previous versions even if
an update has not been
announced.  That’s because
each time we reprint a
teacher’s guide, we review it
for typographical errors and
may make small tweaks to
dialogue or other parts of the
teacher’s guide based on our
experiences out in the field.



KOB MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of The Kids on the Block (KOB) is to provide an educational puppet program which enlightens all children on the
issues of disability awareness, medical/educational differences and social concerns.  By extensively researching and developing
relevant and timely topics, KOB addresses a wide range of issues that affect today's children.  KOB has a strong commitment to
supplying communities around the world with programs that address children's questions, concerns and needs about these issues.
The type of education The Kids on the Block programs provide will help to create positive attitudinal and behavioral change for
present and future generations.

PROGRAMS NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE KIDS ON THE BLOCK
AGING
AIDS
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO & OTHER DRUGS
ARTHRITIS
ASTHMA
AUTISM
BEREAVEMENT
BRAIN INJURY
BULLIES & SCHOOL SAFETY
CEREBRAL PALSY
CHILD OF DIVORCED PARENTS
CHILDHOOD CANCER
CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH/ADHD
COMBATING CHILDHOOD OBESITY
   & OVERWEIGHT
COPING WITH CRISIS/DEPLOYMENT
DEAFNESS
DIABETES
DOWN SYNDROME
DWARFISM
EMOTIONAL/BEHAVIORAL DISORDER
EPILEPSY
FIRE SAFETY & PREVENTION

To find out how you can inspire the
children in your community to be
more understanding and apprecia-
tive of differences, call the Kids on
the Block.  Use the toll free number
listed below!

The Kids
on the Block, Inc.

9385-C Gerwig Lane
Columbia, Maryland 21046-1583

410-290-9095
FAX: 410-290-9358

Toll free: 1-800-368-KIDS(5437)
Continental U.S./Canada

www.kotb.com

GANGS, VIOLENCE & PREJUDICE
GIFTED AND TALENTED
HEALTHY EATING & DENTAL CARE
HEMOPHILIA
LEARNING DISABILITIES
LIFE LESSONS
LITERACY
MULTICULTURALISM
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
ORGAN DONATION/TRANSPLANT
OSTOMY
PEDIATRIC HOSPICE
PHYSICAL ABUSE
SEVERE BURNS
SEXUAL ABUSE
SEXUALITY AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY
SIBLING OF A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY
SPINA BIFIDA
SUN, HEAT AND WATER SAFETY
VANDALISM PREVENTION
VEHICLE SAFETY
VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Attention Recipient: Please route this publication to your Kids on the Block program coordinator and puppeteers.

Updated!

The Kids on the Block, Inc.
9385-C Gerwig Lane
Columbia, Maryland 21046


