NEW "LIFE LESSONS" KIDS!

Over the years, affiliate Kids on the Block

Kids on the Block scripts. Performers These characters are as follows: Anthony,

troupes have performed transitional scriptsalso have the option of combining two of a boy with dark skin-tone; Lydia, a girl

during their Kids on the Block perfor-
mances. Troupes may be familiar with the
“Annie” transitions contained in the
training booklet. These scripts are fun to
perform and certainly fulfill their purpose in
providing light "breaks" for the audience.
Many groups, however, have requested
transitional materials with a greater
educational component. The "Life
Lessons Kids" transition collection has
been developed to fulfill the need for more
choices.

These new Life Lessons Kids provide
an opportunity for troupes to expand the
diversity--gender or ethnic--of their
performances without having to add an
entire new program. Troupes typically
purchase one of eight puppet characters
and with that character, receive all eight
transition sets of scripts.

The scripts are written to be appropriatebest meets their organization's needs.

for either gender. Several scripts are
appropriate for grades K-2 and several are
designed for grades 3-6. The transition
scripts have educational components so
that performances maximize learning
opportunities.

Topics addressed in the transitions
include: the importance of manners, trying
one's hardest, being kind to animals,
listening, making friends, health hygiene,
respecting the environment and the
importance of following rules. Each
transition topic contains three short
segments which may be used in succes-
sion during the intervals between regular

these segments and performing the with dark skin-tone; Nathan, a boy with
transition during two rather than three  medium skin-tone; Yasmine, a girl with
intervals. medium skin-tone; Sam, a boy with an
Some of the scripts are written for only Asian appearance; Amy, a girl with an
the one character, some use a cat puppefsian appearance; Ben, a boy with light
(included in the package) and other skin-tone; and Kimberly, a girl with light
scripts include a second character which skin-tone. These characters will allow
can be portrayed by any appropriate troupes to create even more diversity
child-aged KOB puppet character. among the puppet cast in their programs.
The characters are deliberately designed For example, if a troupe performs a script
to be more "generic" than the traditional from the program about learning disabili-
Kids on the Block characters. Because ofties and a script from the program about
this, none of the characters have been spina bifida, the show is quite “girl-
given last names or biographies. They heavy.” The troupe can purchase one of
are all 12 years old and live in the town of the boy transition characters to add more
Woodburn. gender balance to the performance.
These eight new puppet kids designed The new Life Lessons Kids transition
to appear exclusively in the transitional collection offers Kids on the Block
mini-scripts are varied in skin and hair troupes many options for expanding
tone. Troupes can pick the “kid” which  their programs. For more information,
please contact the National Office at
1-800-368-5437.
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KOB Staff News

We welcome Allison Shoaf to the National Office.Congratulations go out to Letickeboahand her

Alimoved to Maryland from Wilmington, North  husband, Alex, on the birth of their baby girl, Paula

Carolina and likes to refer to this area as “the  Natalie. Natalie was born on May 20, 2004.

tundra.” Ali was part of a Kids onthe Block  Incidentally, Leticia’s fondness for the name

troupe in North Carolina for two years. Her Natalie was inspired by Natalie Gregg, the puppet

background is in social work and she has had character featured in the AIDS prevention program.

vastly diverse professional experiences which

definitely enhance her contributions to KOB. AliBaby Jordan Amir Qureshi was born to our friend

is a talented puppeteer and a wonderful additiorand colleague Sara Qureshi and her husband Jason

to our staff. We are SO happy she joined the Molinski. Jordy was born September 21, 2004. We

group! wish Sara and Jason the best of luck with their new
bundle!!!

Bringing The Kids to Pre-School Audiences

Since 1977, The Kids on the Block puppets have Many affiliate troupes offer copies of the Early
been educating school-aged children. Through tHeearning Series for loan in their communities, but
years we've recieved numerous requests for pravould still like to maintain the "live" puppet inter-
school presentations. To address the need for magstion. Now you can incorporate an element of live
rials for younger audiences, KOB, Inc. introducedpuppetry into your presentations@ie Kids on the
The Kids on the Block Early Learning Sengsjch ~ Block Early Learning SeriesTroupes wishing to
many of you have introduced into your communi-offer an appropriate Kids on the Block presentation
ties during the last several years. Three of our mot pre-school audiences may use a KOB character to
popular characters, Mark Riley, Ellen Jane Petersgnovide a live introduction to th&arly Learning
and Melody James appearfihe Kids on the Block Seriesand conduct the post-video follow-up. Infor-
Early Learning Seriegihich is set at “Riley Home mation on using your puppets with tGerly Learn-
Daycare,” run by Miss Bonnie (Mark’s mom). In ing Seriescan be downloaded from our website.
addition to Mark, Ellen Jane and Mel, audiencegype the following url into your web-browser:
meet some of the younger children in Miss Bonnie’syww.kotb.com/kob2.htg/Coordinator/
care—Suzette (Mark's sister), Todd (Melody’sELVS_Kid_intro.pdf
brother), Miguel (Renaldo’cousin) and Mai (Nam’s  After you have completed the video presenta-
sister). The four youngsters—along with the audition and discussion, you might leave logo stickers
ence-learn some important lessons on aggressigoy the children (available from KOB, Inc.) or pro-
compassion and perseverance. vide a copy of the logo coloring sheet which may

also be downloaded from our website,

www.kotb.com.

Welcome to the Kids on the Block Family!

UNITEDSTATES

CALIFORNIA

American Lung Association-East Bay, Emeryville
Family Resource Council, Merced

Orcutt Union School District, Orcutt

NEW YORK
Association of Retarded Children, New York

SOUTH CAROLINA

Mental Health Association of Piedmont, Spartenburg
CONNECTICUT

Canterbury Public Schools, Canterbury
First Church of Christ, Southington

ICELAND
UMFI/Blatt Afram, Reykjavik

KENTUCKY
Families First, Danville
Adair County 4-H Council, Columbia

THENETHERLANDS

AF North Elementary School, Brunssum

LOUISIANA
LA Perinatal Maternal Health Co., Baton Rouge
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KEEPING YOUR

PROGRAMS CURRENT 1

At KOB international headquartersl
we're continually working to provide youl

with the most up-to-date curriculums.

KOB curriculums are updated in ong

of four manners:

Insert: New information included

in a free handout.

Update Existing scripts/materi-
als rewritten to reflect current
information.

Revision Existing scripts/materi-

als rewritten plus new scripts
added.

Program Replacement Existing

program replaced with all new
scripts and materials.

Here's a complete list of inserts, upl
dates, revisions and replacements to datd.

AIDS -- revision, 1994
Asthma-- revision, 2002

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs -- re-
placed Substance Abuse program, 1995

Arthritis -- revision, 1998

Autism -- update, 1996

Blindness -- revision, 1996

Childhood Cancer -- revision, 2000
Cerebral Palsy -- update, 1995
Deafness -- revision, 1997

Diabetes -- update, 1997

Divorce -- update, 1997

Emotional Disturbance -- update, 1988
Epilepsy-- revision, 2001

Gangs, Violence & Prejudice -- update, 1997eaturing Brenda Dubrowski and Nam

Healthy Snacking-- insert, 2000
Learning Disabilities -- update, 1994
Mental Retardation -- revision, 1994

Multiculturalism -- replaced Cultural Dif-

ferences program, 1997
Physical Abuse -- revision, 1996

Sexuality and Teenage Pregnancy (formerly,ateria| addresses safety strategies that
Teenage Pregnancy) --revision, 2001 pyotect the skin and eyes from sun exposfre,

Sibling of a Child Who Has
a Disability -- revision, 1998
Spina Bifida -- revision, 1999

Sun, Water and Heat Safety --(replaced Pool k0B associates who purchased the

and Water Safety), 2004

Vehicle/ Pedestrian Safety -- (formerly Aunould have received a letter announcing

tomobile and Bicycle Safety) --
revision, 2002

REGIONAL

|
SPEAK OUT 1 TRAINING

| We are in the development stage of §
new program addressing overweight|
and obesity in children. We are I
I interested in hearing from children a
adults who are or were overweight ard
may want to share their thoughts, I

Mark your calendars for the Spring 2005
Kids on the Block Regional Training! It
will be held Thursday evening, April 14,
through Friday, April 15, at the Quorum

SHIPPING PRICES

by mail, e-mail, or fax. You can also

| ideas and concerns with us. If you Hotel and Business Center in Tampa,
I would like to share your ideas and Florida. See the enclosed brochure or go
I experiences, please type the followinp to www.kotb.com and click on "What's
| urlinto your web browser: http:/ | Newr’
| www.kotb.com/kob2.htg/Coordinator/,
I guestionnaire.html, complete the
4 D
|
I

guestionnaire and send the answer'l‘

call and speak directly to Aric or

I Diana. You may provide your name
I and contact information or remain

I anonymous. If you would be willing |
to be interviewed, please let us knowj
We'd appreciate the input and will
consider information submitted by th(l
I end of March.

Please be advised that we have,
regretfully, had to raise our shipping
prices on our supplemental items.
Before placing orders, please see our,
website,www.kotb.com or call our
office at 1-800-368-5437 for the most
| current pricing.

THINK SUMMER

Many of us are now feeling the chill of
winter weather and are longingly dreaming
of hot summer days spent lying in the sun,
splashing in the pool and enjoying the Do you have a story or photos you'd like to
warmth. While you're dreaming, you may share? Has your troupe received an award
want to be thinking about how your Kids oor grant? We and other troupes around the
the Block troupe can educate children abowbrld would like to hear about it! Photos
safely enjoying these aspects of summer. gan only be returned if your name and
new curriculum, The Kids on the Block address are TAPED to the back. Please send
Program on Sun, Heat and Water Safety submissions to:

Attn: KOB Newsletter Editor
The Kids on the Block, Inc.

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!!

Nguyen, replaces the Kids on the Block
Program on Pool and Water Safety. It 9385-C Gerwig Lane

consists of all-new script material, updated Columbia, MD 21046

character biographies, questions and Or submit stories (not photos) via e-mail:
answers, puppet reviews, follow-up activi- ddegnan@kotb.com

ties and a resource list. The new script

FOR THE KIDS

Go onto our website, www.kotb.com,
to download a coloring sheet of the
Kids on the Block logo. These can b
printed and handed out following a
Kids on the Block performance. It

can be a fun way, in addition to the
follow-up activities, to expand the

Kids on the Block experience.

the importance of preventing and recogniz
ing heat illness and water safety practiceq
for both pool facilities and open water.

original program on pool and water safety

the update. If your troupe has the old
program but has not received an update
letter or if you have any questions, pleasq
call our office at
1-800-368-KIDS(5437).
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future generations.

KOB MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of The Kids on the Block (KOB) is to provide an educational puppet program which enlightens all childre h about
disability awareness, medical/educational differences and social concerns. By extensively researching and developin|| relevan
and timely topics, KOB addresses a wide range of issues that affect today's children. KOB has a strong commitment to | jupplying
communities around the world with programs that address children's questions, concerns and needs about these issug§. The ty
of education The Kids on the Block programs provide will help to create positive attitudinal and behavioral change for pre jent and

To find out how you can inspire the
children in your community to be
more understanding and appreciati
of differences, call the Kids on thg
Block. Use the toll free number liste
below!!

The Kids

on the Block, Inc.

9385-C Gerwig Lane
Columbia, Maryland 21046-1583
410-290-9095
FAX: 410-290-9358
Toll free: 1-800-368-KIDS(5437)
Continental U.S./Canada

www.kotb.com

PROGRAMS NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE KIDS ON THE BLC

§ ADHD/CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH
8 AGING

8§AIDS

§ ALCOHOL, TOBACCO & OTHER DRUGS
8§ ARTHRITIS

8§ ASTHMA

8§ AUTISM

8§ BEREAVEMENT

8§ BRAIN INJURY

§ BULLIES & SCHOOL SAFETY

§ CEREBRAL PALSY

§ CHILD OF DIVORCED PARENTS

§ CHILDHOOD CANCER

§ COPING WITH CRISIS

8§ DEAFNESS

8§ DIABETES

8§ DWARFISM

§ EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE

8§ EPILEPSY

8 FIRE SAFETY

§ GANGS, VIOLENCE & PREJUDICE

§ GIFTED AND TALENTED

§ HEALTHY SNACKING

8§ HEMOPHILIA

§ LEARNING DISABILITIES

8 LITERACY

§ MENTAL RETARDATION

§ MULTICULTURALISM

§ MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

§ ORGAN DONATION/TRANSPLANT
8§ OSTOMY

§ PEDIATRIC HOSPICE

§ PHYSICAL ABUSE

§ POOL & WATER SAFETY

8§ SEVERE BURNS

8§ SEXUAL ABUSE

§ SEXUALITY AND TEENAGE PREGNANCY
§ SIBLING OF A DISABLED CHILD
8 SPINA BIFIDA

§ VANDALISM PREVENTION

§ VEHICLE/PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
§ VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Attention RecipientPlease oute this pulication to your Kids on the Bldcprogram coodinator and puppetee:

The Kids
on the Block

9385-C GerwigLane
Columbia, Maryland 21046

A TROUPE OF EDUCATIONAL PUPPETS




