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KOB'S 25 REASONS TO CELEBRATE!!!

The year 2002 marks the 25th Anniversary of The Kids on the Block, Inc. (KOB). For twenty five years, KOB has expanded both as a
company, by continually updating and adding program topics and puppet characters and as a community, by touching the lives of children
and adults all over the world through the many associate troupes who use KOB puppets and programs. The Kids on the Block, Inc. continues
to grow and with each passing year, something exciting happens. Some events are smaller than others, but all are important to the continued
success of KOB's mission of educating children about sensitive topics.

1977 The first "Kid on the Block," Mark
Riley, was created by Barbara Aiello and
Ingrid Crepeau.

1978 August 17, KOB was incorporated.
The first "Kit A" puppet set was sold.

1979 Some of the "original" Kids appeared
on ABC's "Good Morning America."

1980 "Kit B" puppets were introduced. KOB
performedin Yugosloviaat the 2 1st General
Conference of the United Nations' Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

1981 KOB programs were in 40 states and 3
countries. Puppet character Mandy Puccini
metLouFerrigno, TV's Incredible Hulk, atthe
opening ceremony for Better Hearing and
Speech Month. KOB toured Australia and
created the video No More Special Me.

1982 KOB had 14 program topics and 17
puppet characters. Mrs. Barbara Bush, wife
of Vice-President George Bush, was present
ata KOB performance at Rock Creek Forest
Elementary School in Silver Spring, Mary-
land.

1983 First Lady, Nancy Reaganattended the
premiere of the KOB program, 7%e £ffects of
Drug Abuse on the Lives of Young People at
Camp Goodwill in Dumfries, Virginia.

1984 KOB participated in a 10th Anniver-
sary Celebration of the National Very Spe-
cial Arts Festival. Three new programs were
created: 7eenage Pregnancy, Fire Safety
and Aging. The song, Come on /nbecame
available to KOB associate troupes.

1985 KOB international staff toured the
United States with Encyclopedia Britannica.
Mandy Puccini met Queen Sylvia of Swe-
den. The Ast#maprogram was introduced.

1986 KOB puppetsand programs spanned
49 states and 12 countries. KOB's office
moved to its current location, Columbia,
Maryland. Three new programs were intro-
duced: Being the Child of Divorced Par-
ents, Severe Burns, featuring Lynne Casey,
and Ar#aritis, which premiered in San Di-
ego, California. The Cmon Along, We A/l
Belong audiocassette was produced.

1987 KOB's 10th Anniversary Celebration,
"We're All Part of a Family," was held in
Washington, D.C. The KOB program on
Autism was introduced.

1988 The first four books of the KOB book
series were published. The current KOB
logo was created. A portable puppet stage
was developed and made available for use.
The 4/DS program was approved by the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention
and was entered into their database as the

firstrecommended school health programon
AIDS for elementary use. The Oszomy pro-
gram premiered at the International Associa-
tion for Enterostomal Therapy Conference in
Dallas, Texas.

1989 The Dwarfism program with William
Morgan was introduced. KOB developed
the program, Family Centered Community
Based Coordinated Care in tesponse to
formerU.S. Surgeon General C. EverettKoop's
"Call To Action.”

1990 KOB programs were in 50 states. Pup-
petstanchions were introduced to aid troupes
with displaying and exhibiting puppet char-
acters. KOB added three new programs:
Automobile and Bicycle Safety, Pediatric
Hospice and the Literacy program, which
premiered in Cleveland, Tennessee with First
Lady Barbara Bush on hand.

1991 The KOB program, Organ Donation
and Transplantpremiered in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee during National Organ Donation and
Transplant week. KOB responded to the war
in the Persian Gulf by creating the Desers
Stormprogram.

1992 KOB had created 37 programs and 47
puppet characters. Keeping Kids out of
Gangs. Alternatives 1o Violence and Gang
Membershippremiered in Downey, Califor-

nia. .
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