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New KOB Program Addresses Post-September 11 Society

Since the tragedy of September 11,
there has been a barrage of information,
analysis and “expert opinion” concerning
the events of that day. Interestingly, experts
around the country are united in their efforts
to educate parents and educators regarding
the tragedy: talk about it with your chil-
dren! Open communication is the best rem-
edy for children’s fears; it is the most effec-
tive means for them to return to a sense of
normalcy.

TheKids on the Block, Inc. has worked
to address the worries, misconceptions and
prejudices with which our children are faced
because of terrorism and the world's re-
sponse to it. The program Coping with
Crisis and Making a Differenceis the result
of those efforts. Coping with Crisis con-
tains four scripts featuring Brenda
Dubrowski, Melody James and new puppet
character, Salimah Rahman. It addresses
ideas of safety and security, issues surround-
ing military deployment, misconceptions
and prejudices about Muslims and contrib-
uting to the community in need. The KOB
staff is encouraged that Coping wirh Crisis
will open doors for children and give them
a healthy venue to work through the events
of our Nation’s tragedy.

“Troubling Times”

Several KOB troupes around the coun-
try have been successfully performing the
script “Troubling Times” since its debut in
October 2001. According to one troupe
coordinator, the experience performing the
script was “truly amazing” because of the
open dialogue it inspired with the audience.
In “Troubling Times,” Brenda has contin-
ued concerns about the events of September

11 and is reluctant to discuss her feelings.
Brenda has difficulty processing her thoughts
about that day, especially since life is “re-
turning to normal” for many of her friends.
With Melody’s help, Brendarealizes that her
feelings are natural, and itis important for her
to continue with her usual routines. “Trou-
bling Times” encourages children to talk
about the events of that day and their accom-
panying fears and concerns.
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The Cast of Coping with Crisis and
Making a Difference

“Wait 'Til the War’s Over”

America’s response to September 11
has also had a great impact on both military
and civilian communities. Necessarily, a
script that addresses the difficulties military
families experience with deployment is an
integral part of the program. In this script,
“Wait 'Til the War’s Over,” Brenda is anx-
ious as her aunt is out of the country serving
in the war on terrorism. While Aunt Gail is
gone, Brenda puts her life activities on hold.
Understanding how Brenda feels, Melody
explains, “I used to think that way too,
Brenda. The first time my dad went away, it

was like I wanted everything around me to
stop, so my dad wouldn’t miss any of it.”
Melody then helps Brenda understand
healthy and realistic ways to react to her
aunt’s absence.

“An All American Girl”

As the featured character in the script
“An All American Girl,” Salimah Rahman
clarifies for Brenda what it means to be a
Muslim. Since Brenda has a lot of miscon-
ceptions about Islam, Salimah takes the
opportunity to dispel those myths and teach
her friend. Salimah explains, “Prejudice,
pre-judging someone, means making up
your mind about someone before you get to
know them.” Reviewers for the script in-
clude the American-Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Committee, the Council on Islamic
Education, and the Center for Contempo-
rary Arab Studies. Their enthusiastic re-
sponse confirms that this portion of the
program sensitively teaches about Islam
and prejudice in a clear, accurate manner.
“Helping to Heal”

The script, “Helping to Heal” empha-
sizes that children can make a valuable
contribution to their community. Brenda
and Melody, as part of acommittee, discuss
how their service project can help the vic-
tims of terrorism. The kids realize, “Just
because we want to help the victims of
terrorism, that doesn’t mean we have to stop
helping other people in need.” The timeless
idea of giving back to the community is the
focal point in “Helping to Heal.”

Certain questions have been ringing
in the minds of Americans, now that we are
living in a post-September 11 society. Why
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KOB HELPSTO “REMEMBER THE CHILDREN”

The steps below the Lincoln Memorial
were adorned with thousands of roses, a gift from
Ecuador. More than 50 ambassadors, dignitaries
and religious leaders from all around the world
were escorted to their seats while last-minute
touches were addressed. The entertainers and
speakers rehearsed while school aged children
and other audience members patiently waited.

OnOctober 11,2001, exactly one month
after the terrorist attacks on the United States,
Remember the Children: An Event about Chil-
dren, for Children and by Children was held in
Washington, D.C. The event was presented by
World Vision and many other sponsoring agen-
cies.
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Valerie Perkins and Nam Nyugen in
Washington D.C.

Ten rallying points were introduced
that represented the basic principles that will
better the lives of all children. The Kids on the
Block (KOB) International Headquarters staff was

highly honored when asked to participate. Pup-
pet characters Nam Nygun and Valerie Perkins
presented rallying point five, sfop harming and
exploiting children, by performing a small vi-
gnette and singing “Part of the Family” from the
KOB audio cassette, CmonAlong We A/l Belong.
Puppet character Brenda Dubrowski sat among
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Kathy Lee Gifford meets Brenda Dubrowski.

the honored guests. Other rallying points were
presented by children, adults or both depending
upon the particular message.

The event also included performances
by Kathy Lee Gifford, who also hosted the event,
David Friedman, The Calvert School of Dance
and the Duke Ellington School for the Arts Choir.
The president of World Vision, Richard Stearn,
affirmed that the event was "to honor those who
werekilled on September 11 by showing children
in America, and back in their own countries, that
the world's commitment to children has not been
destroyed, but has grown even stronger."
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* Our newest educational consultant/pup-
peteer, Michelle Dunn, joined our team in Sep-
tember 2001. Michelle is a 1995 graduate of
Cedarville College (Ohio) with a BA in English
and Education. She brings with her valuable
classroom experience. Michelle’s experience as
an educator includes teaching at the elementary,
middle and high school grade levels. The subject
matter ranges from teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages (ESOL), speech communica-
tions, Advanced Placement Language and Lit-
erature and specific grade level English courses.
She has also coached and advised various school
organizations.

* New to our puppet design team is Jane
Simonds, who originates from Silver Spring, MD
and worked in property management for 20 years.
According to Jane, she has been using a needle and
thread since “the beginning of time,” and upon
retirement, she decided to pursue what she loves
most: sewing. Jane enjoys spending time with her
three daughters and her grandson.

* Congratulations go out to Diana Degnan-
LaFon and her husband, Douglas on the arrival of
their baby daughter, Genevieve Alexis LaFon, born
on December 3,2001. Genevieve joins big brother
Douglas Michael.
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