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A Publication of The Kids on the Block, Inc.

Great "Fun' Raisers

The primary source of funding for
many Kids on the Block (KOB) troupes is
grant money. That money may either pro-
vide for an initial program and puppets or
allow for the continuation of an existing
KOB program, depending on the needs of
each troupe. Some grants only cover the
purchase of programs and puppets and do
notcover operating expenses for the troupe.
Because of the uncertainty, unavailability
or restrictive guidelines of a grant, some
KOB troupes have found alternative ways to
acquire additional funding for their pro-
grams. Many troupes have discovered that
non-grant fundraising can provide finan-
cial support.

Over the years, some KOB troupes
have gone to great lengths to develop
fundraisers that are both unique and highly
successful. We'd like to highlight some of
these ideas. Keep in mind that these
fundraisers have grown over the years due to
experience and continued efforts. But re-
member that the initial ideas had to come
from somewhere, and these troupes started
small.

"CHAIR"ISH THEKIDS

Take a chair, any chair, and decorate
it. Add a little paint or fabric or whatever
else you would like, and you can create a
masterpiece. This is exactly what the Kids
on the Block of Middle Tennessee's
fundraiser, "Chair"ish The Kids is all about.
Various artists, designers, school children,
community leaders, celebrities and anyone
with a little imagination, design and deco-

rate chairs of all shapes and sizes. The chairs
are auctioned off to create additional rev-
enues. This money helps the troupe fulfill
the many requests for programs they receive
yearly.

A special "Chair"ish event is orga-
nized in which the chairs are displayed and
two separate auctions are performed. A
"live" auction features 15 pre-selected adult-
designed chairs, and all other chairs are

placed for bidding in a silent auction. The
event takes place at a downtown Nashville
building where floor space has been do-
nated for the festivities. The cost is $50.00
per person or $750.00 for a table of ten and
in past years an estimated 400 people at-
tended annually.

Check out the KOB of Middle Ten-
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nessee's web site at www.kotb.org to see
more pictures of these unique chairs.

ADOPT-A-PUPPET PROGRAM

South Central Kentucky KOB (for-
merly known as Bowling Green Kentucky
KOB) has one annual fundraiser that is re-
sponsible for providing their program witha
major portion of its operating funds. This
importanteventis the Adopt-A-Puppet Spon-
sorship Program. Local sponsors donate
funds to "adopt" either a specific puppet
character or an entire puppet program for a
period of one year. The current, tax deduct-
ible donations range from $1,550.00 to
"adopt" a puppet character and between
$2,050.00 and $3,300.00 to "adopt" a pro-
gram. At the beginning of each fiscal year,
current sponsors are contacted to determine
whether they intend to continue their dona-
tion from the previous year. If a sponsorship
is notrenewed, then South Central Kentucky
KOB searches for new "adoptive parents"” by
sending out literature about the adoption
program to potential contributors.

On April 19,2001, South Central Ken-
tucky KOB had its 11th Annual Adoption
Ceremony and Banquet. Sponsors were rec-
ognized at a public adoption ceremony pre-
sided over by a local judge at the Warren
County courthouse. Eachwas givenalarge,
colored poster of their puppet(s) and an adop-
tion certificate. The ceremony was followed
by a banquet and press conference. Recog-
nition was also given through the quarterly

continued on page 5...
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EWS FROM THE KOB HEADQUARTERS

From the President's Desk...

Arnold Bennett, author of the book How to
Live on 24 Hours a Day once said, “Any change,
even a change for the better, is always accompa-
nied by drawbacks and discomforts.”

Realistically, change will never be a “walk
on asandy beach” for mostof us. Speaking from
my own experience as the newly installed presi-
dent of The Kids on the Block, Inc., I can say the
changes we have undergone here at KOB Head-
quarters, although expected, were nonetheless
challenging. Change happens. Friends and col-
leagues depart. The strangeness and novelty
gives way to the familiarity of routine and the
anticipation of new possibilities. Life... and
business go on.

I am excited to be serving you in a new
capacity and I look forward to meeting many of
you at the upcoming Regional Conference in
Seattle. The KOB Headquarters staff is hard at

work on a number of exciting projects including
program updates and brand new programs for 2002
(more on those later).

You'll find this issue of “Keeping Up With
the Kids” full of information intended to inspire
you. Perhaps you’ll be moved to create your own
change—offering new programming or embarking
on an as of yet untried funding campaign. For those
of you currently experiencing challenges with your
programs, try not to dwell on your discomfort—
instead, allow change to be an opportunity to look
atyour program through new eyes. A fresh perspec-
tive can be as invigorating as a romp through the
sprinkleron ahotsummerday. You’ll come through
the situation renewed and better able to serve the
children in your community as we begin a new

school year. ,
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Aric-James Darroe

KOB Updates Reflect the Changing Face of Sensitivity

Over the past quarter century, the dis-
ability rights movement has made significant
strides. Important legislation in the United States,
Canada and elsewhere around the world now
protects the rights of people with disabilities.
Governments are working hard to ensure that
people with disabilities have the same opportu-
nities as everyone else in employment, housing,
education, recreation, transportation and many
other arenas. Building accessibility, alternative
formats for publications and sign interpretation
can be legislated, but attitudes can not. And
that’s where the Kids on the Block come in.

Inthe twenty-four years since our found-
ing, we’ve learned a lot about encouraging chil-
dren to have positive and accepting attitudes
about their peers withdisabilities. We’ve learned
the importance of person first language and the
benefits of modeling positive interactions be-
tween children with and without disabilities.
Terminology that was acceptable twenty or even
ten years ago may no longer be appropriate. For
these reasons and others, KOB headquarters up-
dates scripts and other program materials as
needed.

Programs are updated to make your
work easier and more effective and are available
at a nominal cost. So if you find your superiors
or funders asking, “Are the updates worth it?”,

remind them of your organization’s commitment
to eliminating attitudinal barriers. And if volun-
teers who have memorized previous versions of
scripts are resistant to learning the new scripts,
remind them of the reason they became involved
with KOB in the first place: to encourage sensitivity
toward children with disabilities. And because the
face of sensitivity has changed for the better, our
scripts have too! (Remember, answers to questions
arealsoupdated. Whenever learning updated scripts,
review the updated questions t0o, so your answers
will reflect current information and positive lan-
guage.)

In the past, sensitivity was thought of as
teaching children to be nice to their peers with
disabilities. AtKOB, we know thatit’s really about
teaching children to view kids with disabilities as
regular kids. And reminding them that all regular
kids want to be treated nicely.

SARA QURESH!

Author’s Note.: Our roles as educators extend well
beyond the classrooms and auditoriums where the
puppets perform. Whenever possible, take the
apportunity lo educate adulls in your community,
especially members of the press, about person first
language and attitudinal barriers.

Updated program information can be found on page 7.
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PUPPETEERING POINTERS

Q: DoestheInternational Headquarters
Office provide scripts translated into dif-
ferent languages?

All materials produced by the The
Kids on the Block,Inc. are solely written in
English. Unfortunately, we do not have the
resources necessary to translate all written
materials from our 44 program topics into
multiple different languages to completely
satisfy the needs of our worldwide custom-
ers.

We do understand that many of our
associate troupes in the U.S. and abroad,
perform for audiences who would benefit
from translated materials and would like to
arrange for translations. If this is true for
your troupe, simply call us to request a
copyright release form. Fill out the form
detailing what materials you wish to trans-
late and return it to our office. In mostcases,
the release will be granted and your troupe
will be given permission to translate the
material into the language you have re-
quested.

It is in the best interest of both your
troupe and KOB that the individual who
translates the materials be very fluent in
English and in the necessary language and
culture. It is important to keep translations
as close to the original script as possible to
adhere to copyright and to maintain the
crediblity of KOB. We also request that a
copy of the completed text be sent to our
office to keep on file.

Q: Wewant to perform the Bullies and
School Safety Program, but wedon'thave
themoney to purchase Eddy. Can we sub-
stitute Jason for Eddy in the scripts?

No. Substituting puppet characters
within scripts is not permitted. In fact, that
would be a violation of the Kids on the
Block copyright and would be confusing to
your audience as well.

In the many years that KOB has been
in operation, we have found that one of the
primary reasons for our longevity is the
integrity of our educational curriculums.

The excellent reputation which KOB has
maintained around the world is due, largely,
to our associates who utilize KOB programs
within the confines of our copyright.

Ourstaff of writers goesto greatlengths
to develop puppet kids who have unique and
individual personalities. It is important that
every time a child in your audience sees a
puppet character performed, they see the
same character. Imagine how confused an
audience could get if they saw Jason talking
about "standing up" to the guys who jumped
Nam in the program on Gangs, Violence, and
Prejudice only to be intimidated by Robby
Jenkins in the Bullies and School Safety
program. You may want to consider one of
the great fundraisers highlighted in this issue
so you can add Eddy to your family!

SURFING THE WEB?
Be sure to stop by and visit
The Kids on the Block

www.kotb.com

Welcome to the Kids on the Block Family!

The following organizations started their own Kids on the Block programs between June, 2000 and May, 2001.

UNITED STATES

ARKANSAS
Delta Health Education Center, Helena

CALIFORNIA
Coachella Valley Autism Society, Cathedral City

COLORADO
Harmony Resources, Denver
University of Colorado, Boulder

FLORIDA
The School District of Lee County, Fort Myers
Junior League of Pensacola, Pensacola

GEORGIA
VSA Arts of Georgia, Atlanta

INDIANA
MSD Martinsville Parent Advisory Council, Martinsville

KENTUCKY

The Adanta Group, Somerset

Sanctuary Inc., Hopkinsville

Wilderness Road Girl Scout Council, Lexington

LOUISIANA
St. Charles Parish Council for the Prevention of Child
Abuse, Destreham

MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts Prevention Center, New Bedford
Peer Education Club, Blackstone

St. Joseph School, Wakefield

Waltham High School, Waltham

Wayside Youth and Family, Framingham

MARYLAND
Towson University, Towson

MISSOURI
Boys & Girls Club of Springfield, Springfield

NEW YORK
West Point School, West Point

NORTH CAROLINA
Western Carolina University, Cullowhee

NORTH DAKOTA
Community Action and Development Program, Dickinson

OHIO
Ohio State University - Highland County, Hillsboro

OKLAHOMA
Arthritis Foundation- Eastern Oklahoma Chapter, Tulsa

RHODE ISLAND
The Diabetes Foundation of Rhode Island, Pawtucket
United Methodist Church, North Scituate

SOUTH CAROLINA
Darlington County Mental Health Association, Hartsville

TEXAS

Lifegift Organ Donation Center, Lubbock
Sierra Medical Center Transplant Clinic, El Paso
Waco Public Schools, Waco

WISCONSIN
Beloit College, Beloit

CANADA

ONTARIO
Early Childhood Community, St. Catharine's

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Prince Edward Island Council of the Disabled,
Charlottetown

FRANCE
Integration Douaisis, Douai

YUGOSLAVIA
World Vision, Montenegro
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