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It'sa Boy! And a Girl! And Two NEW Kids on the Block Programs!

We're pleased to introduce two new
members of The Kids on the Block family,
Shane Davis and his sis-
ter, Carrie. These new
characters are featured
in The Kids on the
Block Program on
Muscular Dystrophy.
In 1998, The Kids on
the Block, Inc. was con-
tracted by the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Associa-
tion of Canada to de-
velop an educational
curriculum on the pro-
gressive muscle disor-
der.

There are more
than 40 types of neuro-
muscular disorders,
nine of which are mus-
cular dystrophies in-
cluding: Becker, Con-
genital, Distal,
Duchenne, Emery-
Dreifuss, Facioscapulohumeral, Limb-
Girdle, Myotonic, and Oculopharyngeal.
The new KOB curriculum focuses on one
form of muscular dystrophy, Duchenne.

Shane Davis is 10 years old and in the
fourth grade at Woodburn Elementary
School. He lives with his mom, dad and 14
yearold sister, Carrie. Shane's grandfather,
Pete Whetstone, lives in an apartment at-
tached to the Davis house. The Davis' lives
changed when Shane was diagnosed with
Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) at
three years of age. The family didn't know
anything about DMD at the time and were

Shane and Carrie Davis

discouraged to learn about shortened life
expectancies and deteriorating muscle tis-
sue. But in the years
following Shane's di-
agnosis, the whole
Davis family has come
to understand that
DMD can affect each
person differently and
it is not possible to
make definitive pre-
dictions. Shane is not
one to let DMD keep
him from doing things
he enjoys.

The Kids on the
Block Program on
Muscular Dystrophy
contains four scripts
which explain
Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, address
how friends may react
to mobility issues such
as wheelchair use, ex-
plore the feelings of siblings, and examine
the struggle to balance a parent's concerns
with a child's need for independence.

Another new program features exist-
ing KOB characters, Eddy Franklin, Clare
Sanchez and Melody James. The Kids on
the Block Program on Bullies and School
Safety began taking shape nearly two years
ago as a special performance project for the
KOB National Performing Troupe. Reac-
tion to the first script, You re Not the Boss of
Me/was so positive, the decision was made
to make it the centerpiece of a full curricu-
lum. Besides exploring bullying situations

and how targets of bullies can address the
problem, the program focuses on some other

The cast of Bullies and School Safety

aspects of bullies in school. The script, Sg/z
At School looks at school safety plans and
how kids can be involved in the develop-
ment and implementation of such plans.
Rescue or Report addresses ways in which
children who witness teasing or bully be-
havior can respond to diffuse the situation.
For more
information on
the newest pro- ( In This Issue \
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From the President's Desk...

Dear Colleagues:

I hope the 2000-2001 performing year is
rewarding and that your programs are running
smoothly. Things are busy here at KOB National
Headquarters as we continue to work on updates
and new programs. In the last issue of "Keeping
Up With the Kids," (Spring/Summer 1999) two
new program topics were listed as "Coming
Soon." The lead article in this issue highlights
the introduction of those new programs. The
Kids on the Block Program on Muscular Dystro-
phy debuted at the Canadian Muscular Dystro-
phy Association's annual conference in beauti-
ful Vancouver, British Columbia. Children with
muscular dystrophy and their families were espe-
cially interested in the script which addresses
sibling issues. The Kids on the Block Program on
Bullies and School Safety premiered at the
Governor's Mansion in Annapolis, Maryland.

Maryland's first lady, Frances Glendening hosted
the event which honored the work of volunteers and
staff of the Maryland Mental Health Association.
Both programs have been very well received and we
are pleased to offer them to you now.

We are currently looking into developing
new programs for 2001/2002. Some topics we're
considering are eating disorders, cystic fibrosis,
traumatic brain injury and domestic violence. If you
have ideas for programs that you would like to offer
in your community, please letusknow. We welcome
your input and we love hearing from our fellow
puppeteers.

Sincerely, )

(,?le ( & e
Ehzabe/éupree

Three New Designers Join the KOB Puppet Workshop

ALISON BROWN, a 1999 graduate of
Howard Community College, joined the work-
shop in February, 2000. The Highland, Mary-
land native has been working with needles and
thread since the age of five and has used her skills
to develop a home business involving alter-
ations, custom design work and home decorating
to finance her education.

Al makes her home on the family farm,
where she raises emu. She also serves as the
President of the Maryland Emu Association and
enjoys traveling to exciting places, such as
Prague, with her international beau. Previously
employed by the United States Department of
Agriculture, she joined the KOB staff to fulfill her
need for creativity. Having served as a peer
mentor who prepared high school students with
disabilities for college, Ali is pleased to use her
talents to encourage acceptance and accessibil-
ity.

LINDA WHITE graduated in the late 1980's
from The School of Fashion Design in Boston,
Massachusetts. After graduating, she worked as
adesigner of women's sportswear in the New York
City garment district. In 1985, Linda and her
husband moved to the Baltimore area where they
have been raising their two sons, ages 11 and 14.

Linda has worked as a free-lance costume
designer for Ballroom and Country Western
dance competitors for several years. Linda began

building KOB puppets in April, 2000. She's also a
part-time ballroom dance instructor, so if your pup-
pets start wearing rhinestones and break into a
rhumba, watch out!

MARIA NAZARENO is a native of Tokyo,
Japan who came to the United States in 1958. Her
mother was a dressmaker, so Maria has also been
sewing since she was very young. At Maryland’s
Fort Meade, she served as the supervisor of the PX’s
domestic and sewing departments, providing indi-
vidual tutoring to customers. Maria also spent
seventeen years as a sample maker for Head Sports-
wear, making the visions of the designers become
reality. From 1994 until she joined the KOB work-
shop in October. 2000, Maria created martial arts
safety gear for the Rhee Max Company.

Though sewing and crafts are her profession,
Maria also describes them as her hobby. In addition
to sewing, she enjoys fencing and cooking, and is
proud to be the mother of one daughter and grand-
mother of two granddaughters.

CONGRATULATIONS
Diana Degnan-LaFon and her husband
Douglas LaFon welcomed 8 1b. 9 oz.
Douglas Michael LaFon into the world
on December 26, 1999.
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