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Valerie (spina bifida,
multiculturalism),
John (gangs, vandalism),
Mandy (deafness),
Natalie (AIDS)
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Mark (cerebral palsy)
Inset-
Diane (cancer),
Joanne (abuse prevention,
fire safety)



Meet some pretty neat characters!

The Kids on the Block puppets

Upbeat and insightful scripts

Our Kids talk to real children

Powerful Q and A sessions

“The memories that I will carry are the clusters
of pupils always eager for more information...
always eager to open up an talk about some-
thing they’ve kept tucked away because such
things are not discussed openly.  Puppetry is
such a powerful medium of education.”
Judy Van Beek, Kids on the Block Coordinator
Wellington, New Zealand

The Kids on the Block puppets look and
act like real kids.  They each have their
own unique personalities, talents, abili-
ties and limitations.  A biographical pro-
file accompanies each of the characters
and like real kids, some have been
touched by disability, abuse, medical
conditions, drugs, prejudice or other so-
cial issues.

are part of an exciting and unique
education program, available to com-
munities around the world.

provide audiences with the opportunity
to explore challenging topics in a very
personal way.  The puppet characters
share their own experiences using a
wheelchair, communicating with sign
language, receiving the “gift of life”--an
organ donation, being a teen mother or
living with AIDS.  They also address
bullies and school safety, prejudice and
many other issues.

all over the world with humor, candor
and sensitivity about topics of disability
awareness, social concerns, educa-
tional differences and medical issues.
They create awareness and under-
standing in a marvelously effective and
fun way.

after each scripted performance allow
The Kids on the Block puppet charac-
ters to address many widely held
myths and misconceptions about
people with disabilities and differences.
Both children and adults learn facts and
sensitivity that will serve them well for
the rest of their lives.

with distinctive appearances combined
with the welcoming medium of pup-
petry, encourage children in the audi-
ence to ask these puppet characters
questions they may be too intimidated
to ask a real person.  Dialogue with our
puppet characters establishes a kid to
“kid” relationship which finds children
identifying similarities--not the differ-
ences--between themselves and the
puppet kids.  This exercise in empathy
paves the way for the identical process
of seeking a friend.

can learn our puppetry technique which
is loosely based on Japanese bunraku
puppet theatre.  Kids on the Block
puppeteers dress in black to give the
illusion they are a shadow or silhouette
behind the puppet.

Appealing, realistic characters

Fi rs t - t ime puppeteers
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Thoroughly researched programs
are developed by The Kids on the
Block, Inc. staff, often with the coopera-
tion of a national organization repre-
senting the issue and always with the
assistance of experts in the field of
study.  New and revised programs are
field tested in school settings to ensure
positive outcomes.

Feedback from audiences
and countless letters received by
troupes everywhere reinforce what Kids
on the Block puppeteers around the
world have always known: The Kids on
the Block programs really make a
difference!

Research studies attest
to the effectiveness of The Kids on the
Block programs.  Studies have been
conducted at universities, schools and
in public health settings by profession-
als, educators and doctoral candidates.
In these studies, the use of The Kids
on the Block programs was found to be
effective in creating positive change in
attitudes among elementary school
children.

“The Kids on the Block puppet
programs, combined with the use of
role playing and disability simula-
tions (provided with the program)
created  a  significantly measurable
change in the development of positive
attitudes  for  fifth and sixth grade
students...”
Dr. Sarah Hawkins Grider,
College of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, Virginia

Handcrafted, life-size puppets
are skillfully hand-constructed by
artisans in our own workshop to highest
quality standards.  Varied ethnicity
creates diversity among the characters
in each topic group.  Some puppet
characters come with authentic acces-
sories and medical equipment to
realistically represent a disability or
medical condition.

You’ll pr ovide more than a show
because Kids on the Block programs
rely on much more than just the
dynamics of puppetry to achieve their
objectives.  Follow-up materials can be
integrated into classroom lessons after
the puppet performance.  Students are
able to continue exploring Kids on the
Block themes through discussion
questions, creative writing, art activi-
ties, dramatic role play and more--all
designed to reinforce the important
messages the puppets bring to life.

The successfu l  format
of Kids on the Block programming has
resulted in an ever-expanding network
of puppet troupes that bring an increas-
ingly diverse number of topics to
children worldwide.  Despite our growth,
there are many places where children
still yearn to understand the challeng-
ing issues Kids on the Block charac-
ters address--communities which have
yet to experience the power of pup-
petry.  Let the Kids on the Block help
YOU make a difference!



Also Available
l Preschool video

curriculum on
compassion,
aggression &
perseverance

l Training video &
workbook

l Hands-on training
l Program develop-

ment
l Consultation

services:
Arts in Education
PSA’s

Kids on the Block
Teaching Packages

l Large, handcrafted
puppets

l Multiple scripts
l Interactive questions

& answers
l Classroom follow-

up materials
l Props
l Audiocassettes
l Resource

suggestions
l Continued support

& counsel from
KOB, Inc.
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Renaldo (visual impair-
ment), Mary Margaret
(aging), Lynne (severe
burn)
Bottom- from left
Kenny (pediatric hospice),
Ellen Jane (Down
syndrome), Melody (vehicle
safety, mental health),
Nam (multiculturalism,
sun/heat & water safety)
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